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GAINESVILLE HAM 
ORDERED TO TAKE DOWN TOWER 

-The Public Safety Inspections Division has ordered Gary 

-Gossinger, KC4J YR to remove his radio tower from his city lot. The 

notice from the Code Enforcement Department states the tower is 


in violation of the zoning code since the tower is in a residential © 


area. 

“Transmission towers at the referenced location (Gary’s house ) 
are not a permitted use; lot line setbacks were not met and no 
building permit was obtained,’’ according to a copy of the citation 
sent along by Edith Gowans, N4YHE. 

, A hearing is scheduled for April 5th. While the ordinance seems 
to be aimed at commercial microwave installations, the City of 

_ Gainesville is apparently expanding its interpretation. 

The ban applies to the official classification of structures known 


% 


as “transmitting towers” which are not allowed in residential 


zoning areas and which must be set back from any property line by 
a distance equal to half the height of the tower. All anchors for guys 
must be located within the property. } 

The parts of the Gainesville Zoning Code which have been seen 

_ by the editor of the ‘‘Balanced Modulator are vague and it appears 
that several loopholes in the definition can be found for amateur 
radio non-commercial installations. For one, the limitation only. 
appears to limit towers used for ‘‘broadcasting’’ and of course 
hams are generally prohibited from broadcasting by FCC 
regulations. . 

Meanwhile, several jurisdictions appear to be tightening 

“restrictions concerning towers under the guise of updates required 
by the 2010 Growth Management Plan. In unincorporated areas of 
West Palm Beach County, a move is afoot to impose a 35-foot 
height limit, although current towers would be exempt (although 
an expensive engineering survey possibly could be required). — 

No attempts on the local level have been observed but it pays to 
be vigilant at least until May or June when the new 2010 plans are to 
be filed with the State of Florida for review. 

— (from Balanced Modulator — NOFARS) 


CVOEMak NG BOVE GN Wel S 
1990 FLORIDA QSO PARTY May @ & 6th 
Melbourne Hamfest Sept. 8 and 9th 
West Palm Beach Hamfest. Oct. 13 & 14th 
Tampa, Suncoast Convention Nov. 17 & 18th 
LARA, Eustis Hamrest, Nov. 3 & 4th 
Citrus Co. Hamfest Crystal River Jan. 26, '91 
Miami Hamboree, Feb. 2nd & 3rd ‘91 


Orlando HamCation, Mar. 15 16 & 17 ‘91. 


Did we miss anyone? Editor 


Here are some of South Florida Top DX’ers at the 90 
Miami Hamboree booth: L to R: N4OQP, Mike Mannix, 
WB4MAI, Doug McDuff (New Pres.; W9ZNY, Frank 
Eskuchen; WA4YLD, Tom Mannix, (past Pres.) W4WJ Don 
Murray (past Pres.) and WB4HNM, Dr. Ed Daver. Look 
for them next year at their popular DX Display Booth. 
(photo via WA4YLD) 


DADE MARCH OF DIMES 
_ By Rick Vahan, N4APBF 

When nearly 10,000 walkers and runners launch this year’s Walk 
America event for the March of Dimes on April 7th, 65 volunteer 
ham radio operators will be assisting. 

The men and women with the handheld ham radios either will he 
moving with the various Walk America teams representing various 
Dade County firms supporting the fund-raiser or they were will be 
at assigned posts along the 12.5-mile round trip route between 
Peacock Park in Coconut Grove and Snapper Creek by Old Cutler 
Road. Their job is to insure the safety and well-being of the walkers 
and runners helping the March of Dimes raise funds for researc} 
into birth defects. 

Joel Kandel, KI4T, coordinator of the 65 amateur radio 
operators, will be working his 16th year as coordinator of com 
munications for Walk America. In addition to all the preliminary 
work he does in preparation for the annual fund-raiser, Kandel wil! 
be aboard the City of Miami’s police communications van coor: 
dinating the efforts of the ham radio contingent. 

Some other hams will be working out of vans volunteered b\ 
Metro-Dade Police, Coral Gables and Miami Fire Rescue, Jackson 
Memorial and St. Hospitals and the Metrobus shuttle. 

On: past Walk America events, the amateur radio operators 
have called in medical help for sick and injured participants and 
assured the safety of stragglers. They also have worked with police 
who control traffic for the event. ' 

Most of the amateur radio people volunteering in the 1990 Walk 
America have given their services to the event for more than 10 
years. Among them is Andy Clark, W4IYT, who heads the Dade 
County Amateur Radio Public Service Corps, a group that 
dedicates itself to assisting non-commercial events such as Walk 
America, the Orange Bow] Parade, the Metro-Dade Marathon, the 
coming bike tour for the Multiple Sclerosis Society and the Odyssey 

of the Mind Problem-Solving Competition for public and private 
school students. 

To contact Rick Vahan please call 375-3456 (day) or 595-2120 
(evening). 
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Soh Like NYT K EY §S 


We are deeply sorry to report the passing of the 
following amateurs in Florida. 


W4CCJ James H. Huggins (KB4YK) Boca Raton 

w4CD George Furtney, 83 Hialeah 

WB4VMU Mike Alonso Medley 

KB#MY Michael E. Mantagnino Apollo Beach 

WA4ZSB Bill Hauser Titusville 

W4HIW Ray C. Evans Pensacola 
YOUR HAM LICENSE 


When was the last time you looked at your amateur license? Do 
you know when it expires? You should! Even with a two-year grace 
period, time slips by fast. If you do not know when your ticket runs 
out, I would suggest you find it now and make a note of it. 

This all leads up to one point, if you need a FCC 610 Form 
Florida Skip can supply you with one or two provided you send us a 
number 10 (10-inch) evelope, self-addressed and stamped to: Skip 
610, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 

The Miami FCC Field Office was kind enough to send us about 
200 forms recently to pass out as needed. Play it safe .. . check 
your license now. 


SIXTH EDITION 2 METER REPEATER MAP 


We are happy to announce the 6th edition of 
our famous 2 meter map. Map editor, Bill 
Tucker, W4FXE did his usual excellent job. 
The map is 11 by 17 inches printed on easy to 
read light yellow bond paper with black ink. 
Each city has its own box containing repeater 
frequencies. Another list is along the left side 
making it easy to see which city has what freq- 
uency. Weare keeping the price down to 25 
cents each plus your Self-Addressed Stamped 
Envelope (SASE) to "2" MAP, P. O. Box 9501, 
Miami Springs, FL 33266. 
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Dear Andy: 

Please, I need your help. I am trying to find informatitn on an. “‘old-timer’’ named’ 
Vinton Long. He was the first person to stimulate my ances: in amateur radio. The 
following information is all I canremember about him, 

1. He was raised in Boca Raton, Florida, prior to 1926 to 1927. ; 

ie During the period 1924 to 1926 he had a radio shop and operated a ham station out of if 
in Boca. 

3. He left Boca to work for Pan American Airways in communications. 

4. He was stationed in Maricaibo, Venezuela, during the late 20's s through "30’s after 
which he possibly moved to the Miami, Florida, area. - - 

If possible, I would appreciate the printing of this. letter i in the Florida Skip with the 
possibility of a reader being able to give me some information. 

Thanking you advance. 

Sincerely 

‘Thomas. Giles, K4GVV' 

rang 1112 Flower Avenue 
Pac City, Florida 32401: 


FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMIS ION 
_ (N4LMC sent Skip the following letter 
which was sent to her congressman.) 
Honorable Jim McCrery ; 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
Dear Congressman McCrery: 
Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Reverend W.D. 
Martin concerning the amateur services. 
Please assure Reverend Martin that the Commission has taken 
no action that would effect the ability of missionaries or anyone 
else, in remote areas with no other means of commer com: 
munications to use amateur stations interconnected with the public 
telephone system (phone-patching) to make telephone calls to the 
United States. Indeed, the Commission has recently relaxed the 
restrictions on international third-party communications. The 
prohibition against an amateur station transmitting|a message for 
a third-party to a country that does not allow such communications 
no longer applies to a message to a third-party whol|is an amateu: 
operator eligible to be the control operator of the station. 
Section 97.115(a) of the Commission’s Rules} 47 CFR § 
97.115(a), contains the current regulation that applies to third 
party communications. 
Additional information concerning communications between 
amateur stations in the United States and amateur stations in other 
countries can be found ina public notice. s 
Sincerely, 
alph A. Haller 
Chief Private|Radio Bureau 
FCC, Washington, DC 


IS YOUR. FLORIDA SKIP DELAYED 
We have been receiving more and more complaints 
about Florida SKIP being delayed or not reaching the 
addressee the past few month. 
IF you are having mail delays, it was suggested you 
pick up a PS Form 4314C at your local Post Office, 
fill it out and turn it in. The U.S. Postal Service 
Consumer Service Card — brings results, we are! told. 


et 


a 


FLORIDA SKIP, INC. 
P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
‘to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 


oO New. ‘a Renewal 


My CORRECT address Is: Call 
Name 

Address 

Jity 


‘State 


FLORIDA ARMY M.A.R:.S. 
By Bob Watson, AAR4QH__- 

Any radio amateur desiring to join the Florida Army MARS 
may do so by contacting Mr. Bert Fow, AAA4FL SMD., 13809 S.W. 
111th Street, Dunnellon, Florida 32530 direct; or any Army MARS 
member close to you. 

Just received word that Bert Fow, Florida SMD, AAA4FL 
station was struck by lightning again. He said it would be 10 days 
or more before he got back on. Sorry about that Bert. 

It is hoped that all members will remember to submit their 
monthly participation report before the 10th of each month. If a 
member cannot submit a report for some reason or other, he is 
requested to advise Bert Fow, so that he may be excused officially. 

Enjoyed the Ft. Walton Beach Hamfest and meeting AAT4WT, 
Dick; AAV4DX, Kay; AAV4DY, Ed; AAV4GI, Jim; and others at 
the joint Air Force/Navy/Army MARS forum, . 

A discussion was held concerning telephoning messages without 
fone numbers; mailing traffic; mentioned, find and read book 
“Red October”; a USN submarine story; USN packet; TEXN 
Nets; MARS equipment; cannibalizing equipment; DRMO and 
Swanbum, shift non-commissioned officer-in-charge of AGA3HQ 
that night. ; 

The Coast Guard requested the vessel’s master call the enroute 
cutters on VHF Channel 16 but no contact was established. At 6:30 
p.m., the Coast Guard Cutter ‘“‘Campbell’”’ informed AGA3HQ that 
they were approximately two hours from the position of the boat 
and that they had finally established radio contact with the vessel. 

“We kept attempting to contact the vessel about every 15 
minutes on H.F. with no success,” said Swanbum. 

‘David Webb, AFAICY in New Jersey, Vernstein, Arnao, Van- 
derzyl, Sergeant Swanbum and Sr. A. Warren at AGA3HQ. 
maintained watch on TVRS-6 until 9:30 p.m., Monday when the 
vessel’sbatteriesdied. ~~ 

MARS’ final contact with the Coast Guard Cutter “Campbell” 
was made by Harris around 5:00 a.m. CST on Monday at which 
time the distressed vessel had not yet been located. 

However, during the mid-morning hours, the Coast Guard did 
inform AGA3HQ that the vessel had been located, taken into tow 
and was destined for the Florida Keys. All three individuals on 
board, Alberto Rio, Jose Sumata and Roberta Diarmas were ex- 
tremely seasick, but safe. : 


Once again the Military Affiliate Radio System was able to fulfill - 


their mission of contingency communications in an emergency 
situation. 
MAYDAY CALL IS ANSWERED 
BY M.A.R.S. 
By Opie B. Pierson 
USAF MARS Public Relations 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois 

Arecent Sunday meeting of the United States Air Force Military 
Affiliate Radio System Advanced Techniques Voice Conference 
Net (TVRS-01) was called in a normal fashion on H.F. in the New 
England area. ; 

Roll call was completed and at approximately 6:23 p.m., Lou 
Arnao, AFA1BB in New Jersey, reported hearing a Mayday call 
slightly low in frequency. Since Arnao was unable to verify the call 


by contacting the party, Marv Bernstein, AFA1DA also in New. 


Jersey, was asked to call the station. — 
He confirmed the Mayday call for a 44-foot sport fishing vessel 


located approximately 35 miles off the coast of the Yucatan 


Peninsula in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The vessel radio operator admitted to having no radio license 
but indicated that all engines had failed and that the vessel was 
drifting in rough seas and in immediate danger of capsizing. They 
also indicated that all personnel aboard were in need of medical 
attention. dune 

Gardner Harris, AFN6AT/AFA6CC who was monitoring the 
transmissions from California called the Long Beach Coast Guard 
Office and was referred to the Miami office. Jerry Vanderzyl. 
AFB2KB in Florida, made that call and advised them of the 
situation. 

The Coast Guard immediately dispatched the cutters ‘“Camp- 
bell’’ and ‘‘Steadfast”’ to the coordinates given by the sport fishing 


*, 


vessel’s master since they were only 70 nautical miles distant. 

Harris then called AGA3HQ, the Scott Air Force Base Master 
Net Control Station, requesting them to suspend activity of the 
packet computer and to come up to (H.F.) TVRS-6 on voice to act 
as possible relay to the distressed vessel. 

Sr. A. Torrence Warren at AGA3HQ was the operator who 
handled the crisis. ‘Harris contacted our station via landline. He 
advised. to shutdown packet radio due to an emergency. He 
requested our assistance in maintaining radio contact with the 
boat,’ said Warren. 

“We could hear the traffic between Harris, Vanderzyl and the 
boat but their signals were very weak,’’ reported Sergeant Robert. 
how to turn equipment back in; no one should join any MARS 
program for equipment only; and discussed approxmiate money 


. each MARS member may have in equipment cost tt operate for 


MARS programs. 

- This forum was a very good one and lots of things were 
discussed and members had a chance to make comments and to 
ask questions. I have met some of these same members at other 
hamfests and enjoyed seeing them again. 

Enjoyed the Orlando Hamfest, but was disappointed that the 
MARS programs were not consolidated into one for all services. 

Am looking forward to the National and International All- MARS 
Convention in Dayton, plus the chance to see the big hamfest, 
again. . 

For all members’ information the ““W5YI Report’’ states the 
FCC 610.Form dated December 31, 1989, has been extended in- 
definitely, even when the new form is available. 

Don’t forget the Army MARS Picnic and mark the date May 
25th. I hope to be there and plan to present comments from the 
National MARS Convention. : 

Have issued two membership applications for two new MARS 
members here in this area. Maybe one of these days we will have 
enough for a VHF Net. 

Expect to receive a complete set of schedules for both USN and 
USAF Nets, frequencies, times, dates, etc., soon. 

I hope Dick keeps his MARS BBS going as I pick up traffic and 
broadcasts from him as well as on the LSB Net on 7311 daily. 

73 to all and hope I haven’t forgotten something. 


_ U.S.A.F. M.A.R.S. 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO/AFA2SB 

The Air Force MARS meeting at the Orlando. Hamcation was 
well attended. Pe a 

One of the highlights of the meeting was the presentation of 
Certificates of Appreciation to the members that. assisted 
Operation Just Cause by handling our 1,400 phone patches and 
approximately 500 written messages. These certificates: were 
initiated by the on-scene commander as an expression of ap- 
preciation for their support during the operation. 

By the time this appears in print you will have received your 
information packet about the Region Two USAF MARS Conference 
in Columbia, South Carolina on August 10th through 12th. 
Hopefully, you have already sent your reservations in. If you 
haven’t, do so immediately in order to make certain that you 
receive the excellent room rates. 

Our congratulations to Ernie Fiest, WA4CCP/AFA2KH who has 
recently been appointed manager of the Central/South American 
Phone Patch Net. Go get ’em Ernie. 


FOR CONDO COMMANDO’S 

Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc., of Lynwood, 
Washington, has introduced a new low-profile, high-performance 
H.F. Isoloop Antenna designed. by Professor Don Reynolds 
especially for AEA in association with Mike Staal, president of M2 
Enterprises. Staal is also co-founder of KLM Electronics. 

The isoloop tunes 20 thorugh 10 meters and is rated at 150 watts. 
The three-foot-square horizontal antenna is tuned remotely by a 
supplied control box. Because of its small size and weight (12 
pounds), it is ideal for areas with restricted antenna ordinances. 

Omni-directional, a rotator is not necessary . . . nor are ground 
radials. 

Telephone (206) 775-7373 for more information. 

— (via W5YI Report) 
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TRAFFIC HOUNDS — MARCH 1990 
By K4ZK, STM South Florida 


NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 1,038 16.7 663 10.7 62 N4SS 0.63 
FMTN - 744 24.0 487 15.7 31 W4NFK 0.65 
FPTN 1,395 45.0 331 10.6 31 WB4WYG 0.23 
SWFTN 912 33.8 220 8.2 27 K4FQU _—_—sé*=24 
TPTN 531 17.1 195 6.2 31 AA4CH 0.36 


KD4GR 0.15 


FPON 400 12.9 134 43 31 WB4GCK 0.33 

FMSN 401 129 88 28 31 wCc4D 0.21 

SVTN 655 21.1 81 2.6 31 KB4LB 0.12 

QFNS 189 61 71 2.3 31 N4MML 0.37 

SPARC 588 189 39 1.3 31 AA4YA 0.06 

GCVTN 450 145 37 1.2 31 KC4AVA 0.08 

PBTN 334 128 36 1.4 26 WA4RUE 0.10 

PRVAN 50 56 13 1.4 9 WD4KBW 0.26 oka ats 

AIN 71 14.2 6 12 5 WA4PFK 0.08 Chuck Smith K4KKP is presented a plaque by Dick Hill 
DEN 294 73.5 ies 4 N4SMY 0.02 WA4PFK, SM SFL, in appreciation for the Assistance given 
ENMC 57 11.4 0 00 5 K4ZK 0.00 on a weekly basis to the amateur radio Novice class taught 


Total QTC: 2,664 © Average QTC/QNI: .23 
TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — MARCH 1990 


by KA4FZI at Caloosa Middle School. (Photo by KA4GDV) 
ak Miele BES ke eas cea od eed Cg Sah I 


I hope that this information will assist other ‘‘would-be”’ traffic 


By WA4PFK and KB9LT handlers, and if they have any questions, send me a radiogram 
1. W3CUL 3,384 11. WA4PFK 322 addressed: ‘‘K4ZK, Jensen Beach, FL” and I’ll be glad to reply. 
2. W3VR 1,328 12. K4SCL 291 7 : ope 
3. K4FQU 597 13. N4JAQ 231 \ Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 
4. WA4EIC 392 14. K4ZK 191 Section Traffic Manger, SFL 
5. WA9VND 384 15. AB4EA 180 FMSN Reported by 0.B., WC4D: March statistics show that net 
6. N4SS 357 16. K4UBR 162 __ activity remained fairly steady with 33-different stations checking 
7. WD4II0 348 17. K4EUK 161 _in for a total QNI of 401 and an average of 12.9. QTC tapered off 
8. KB9LT 347 18. WB4WYG 158 quite a bit, dropping from a 6.1 average in February to a 2.8 
9. WA4QXT 339 19. KA4FZI 149 average in March. However, traffic is anticipated to increase with 
10. N40IA 338 20. KD4GR 138 —_— the Easter Season coming up in the early part of April. 


Note: In seventh place, WD4IIO is ARC. 


FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4IA 

This month I am pleased to begin the column with meaningful 
comments from Section Traffic Manager Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK. 
This is of interest to both phone and C.W. traffic handlers. Bill 
writes: 

At a recent ARES/RACKES meeting in Martin County one of 

the members complained to me that he was getting a little 

discouraged about handling traffic because he had been 
checking into several nets on a regular basis, but nobody 
ever had any traffic for his location. 
_ I suspect that his complaint is felt by other operators as well and 
I would like to suggest ways of overcoming this. 

It is true Martin County is not a densely populated area and that 
there is not a great deal of opportunity to receive messages for 
delivery here. (I delivered four last month.) However, I explained 
to my complainant that he could easily become a relay station. 

I suggested that when the NCS listed traffic for other areas of 
the state and there were no takers, he should volunteer to take the 
traffic to another net. This gives him the traffic handling practice 
he wants and assists in moving the messages along. He should not 
be worried about being ‘‘stuck”’ with messages, because if he is 
unable to relay or deliver a message, he can send a service 
message to the originating station and state that there is no 
“outlet” available for the traffic. (Or in his case, I suggested he 
call me and I would take the traffic and dispose of it one way or 
another until he became more familiar with traffic handling in 
general.) 

I further suggested that he listen to the regional nets and learn 
how they operate. If the received signals were okay for him to copy, 
he probably would have no trouble taking traffic to those nets. He 

-could then volunteer as a rep to the regional nets when needed. I 
assured him the net managers would be delighted. If his H.F. gear 
and antennas did not allow him to receive the regional nets 
satisfactorily, I suggested he might check into the local VHF traffic 
nets and relay traffic to the section ‘‘H.F.’’ nets. 
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Congratulations to Laura, WA9VND who had 30 check-ins and to 
J.B., KC4ECA for 27 and to Harry, N4LAO with 26. Other stations 
with 20 or more QNI were: AA4FG, KC4FL, AA4HT, W1KAM, 
KB9LT, KA4NXF, WB4WYG and WC4D. 

Net Certificates have been issued to Mitch, N4VLH and Charlie, 
KC4VK. Walt, WA4QXT will receive a certificate with the NCS 
endorsement sticker shortly. Congratulations, and we appreciate 
your active participation in FMSN. 

Just heard that Delbert, WD4HHH has been in the hospital. We 
wish him a speedy recovery and hope he will be able to return to the 
net, soon. 

Please join us on FMSN daily at 1730 local time on 3651 KHz. 

— 73, 
O.B., WC4D, FMSN Manager 

QFN Manager Nick, N4SS Writers: March 1990 presented QFN 
with mixed blessings. Check-ins were up to a total of 1,038, with 516 
on early and 522 on the late session. Another good thing was having 
W4DL and WA4HDH rejoin the set. W4WYN has started increasing 
his activity in QFN and Ron, WB4GHU has checked in a couple of 
times. We appreciate all these fine operators coming back and 
pitching in. 

The bad news is that traffic is down significantly. We had 319 
QTC on the early session and 344 last for a total of 663. I understand 
that there is to be some traffic generated at the EAA Fly-In so 
perhaps April will be better in that regard. 

We welcome WX4J, AA4JV, W4GZQ and KA4ECA to the net. I 
ask all the regular members to do all there is possible to assist and 
encourage these folks in becoming outstanding traffichandlers. _ 

Daylight Savings Time has arrived and with it increased 
propagation and noise problems. All NCS please be alert to change. 
to 7061 KHz, our 40-meter assignment, when appropriate. Also, all 

operators ask the NCS for 40 meters when you can’t work the 


station on 80. Hopefully we will be able to keep the late session on 
3651. ; 


For the record: 4RN shifts to 7067 and RNS to 7051, as required. 
I am planning some possibly controversial discussion items for 


the QFN Bulletin, So please be sure and read this month’s issue. I 


FA* isoLoop’ HF ANTENNA 


REVOLUTIONARY COMPACT DESIGN 


nce again AEA has achieved a significant engineering 
breakthrough with its high-performance, low profile 


HF IsoLoop antenna. Performance isn’t compromised 
by its small size. Operate your favorite HF band (14 to 30 MHz 
frequency coverage) from areas with restrictive zoning ordinances 
or apartments and condos. Or take it with you on vacation. . . 
it’s the ideal go-anywhere portable antenna. And it’s the only 
antenna you need to cover 14 to 30 MHz. ONE antenna instead 
of numerous dipoles and without any traps! 


150 Watts. Rated up to 150 watts, the IsoLoop transmits 
and receives on any frequency between 14 to 30 MHz. When 
mounted with the loop in the horizontal plane, the radiation 
pattern is omni-directional and horizontally polarized, with the 
gain of a dipole. Maximum radiation is at low angles which is 
ideal for DX operation. The IsoLoop may also be mounted 
with the loop in the vertical plane to provide a null in a desired 
direction. Tuning is provided by a precision stepper-motor and 
a small remote control box, the LC-1. 


The IsoLoop does not need ground radials and its balanced, 
shielded feed-loop isolates the feedline from the antenna. The 
IsoLoop is well-isolated from the feedline. Like AEA’s Isopole 
a antennas, your signal is radiated by the antenna and not the 
feedline. With end-fed antennas, the outside of the coax becomes 
part of the antenna, resulting in noise and cornpulgy hash pickup 
and increased TVI problems. 


High-Q Design. One of the unique features of the IsoLoop 
is its inherent High-Q. The IsoLoop can be considered a very 
sharp tunable filter that radiates. The narrow bandwidth sup- 
presses harmonics from your transmitter reducing TVI problems. 
It also attenuates out-of-band signals from nearby transmitters 
that could overload your receiver. 


Compact. The IsoLoop is square, 
with rounded comers, and measures 
32 inches on a side and weighs only 
12 pounds. Because of the IsoLoop’s 
small size, it makes a perfect attic 
or balcony antenna. It’s also excellent 
for portable operation, recreational 
vehicles or camp-site use. A rotator i 
is not necessary when used in the eee rae ne 
omni-directional, 
horizontally polarized mode. 


Revolutionary. The AEA IsoLoop antenna 
represents years of research and development. 
Others may try to imitate the IsoLoop, but none 
can match the patent-pending design. 

AEA also provides technical support from the 
factory or through your personal computer and 
modem on CompuServe’s HamNet. If you are 

already a CompuServe member, just type GO 
HAMNET at any CompuServe prompt. For a frec introductory 
CompuServe membership, call 1-800-848-8199 and ask for 
representative #48. | 


AEA Brings You A Better Experience 


Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
2006 -196th St. SW/P.O. Box 2160 Lynnwood, WA 98036 206-775-7373 


Specifications subject to change without notice or obligation. Dealer Inquiries Invited. Copyright 1990. 
Stand optional. 


IsoLoop LC-1 control box with 
variable speed tuning. 
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will appreciate any support, ideas and/or criticism on the things to — 


be discussed. 


Thanks for supporting QFN. See you there, « 


Nick, N4SS, QFN Manager 
Alma and Don are on vacation, therefore no reports for QF NS 


and Gator Net this month. ss 


Ed, K4lA _ 


HAMFESTS and CONVENTIONS 
By Kay Anderson, W8DUV 
FT. WALTON BEACH ¢ MARCH 17th-18th 

Well folks, we started this series last year right after the Dayton 
Hamvention. If Dayton was the biggest, most-expensive and least- 
rewarding experience in my quest for a perfect hamfest, then FWB 
is the smallest, least-expensive and most-rewarding. 

Let’s start from the moment I turned on the two-meter rig and 
asked directions. The ham on the other end was very helpful. He 
knew exactly where I was and where I should turn to get to the 
hamfest. At the fairgrounds, we found plenty of parking area. At 
the ticket window, the O.M. paid $4; ladies paid nothing. 

Once inside the door we could buy all the prize tickets we wanted 
at $1 each or $5 for six. Saw a guy with 100 tickets stamping his 
name and call with a rubber stamp. Later, heard his name called 
three times for prizes. That’s okay with me, he supports the 
hamfest, he deserves to win. 

The flea market tables were what you usually find — except 
they were spread out — way out. No elbowing, no excuse me’s to get 
near the merchandise. Booths like the ARRL display were mixed 
right in with ancient tubes and decorated dish towels. 

Frank Butler, W4RH, our faithful director, was there doing a 
brisk business in everything from repeater directories to an ad- 
dress list of local hams. He better be there, he lives there. 

All too soon, it was time to eat. Surprise! Coffee was 50¢; sand- 
wich, $1; doughnut, 50¢; and a tray of Nachos® with hot cheese was 
$1. We couldn’t believe it, and knew the backhome folks would 
never believe it, so we took a picture. The food concession was run 
by the local high school band boosters. They said even at those 
prices, they made money for the band. 

A few meetings were scheduled and we attended the Packet 
Forum and joint MARS session. 

Sunday morning we found lots of empty tables. Some vendors 
had either sold out or given up. W4RH was still there, still selling 
books, memberships and giving away ‘‘Archie’’ Comic Books. | 
took over long enough for him to go get some coffee. 

Over at the prize drum, the jovial ham-in-charge was giving 
away some really nice stuff. I asked how FWB could afford to give 
away great prizes to the ladies (coffee makers, toasters and 
microwave oven), when they sold tickets at five for $1. He ex- 
plained that they encourage the XYL’s to attend, so they spend 
about $800 on prizes for them. The happy O.M.’s make up for it by 
supporting the club, buying lots of tickets, buying what they need 
from the vendors, etc. As a result, the club is able to furnish a 
scholarship, help handicapped people get a ham ticket, help in 
emergencies and do all the usual club activities. 

“We're not trying to build up a big treasury,” he said. ‘‘If we 
break even, we're happy.”’ 

Ft. Walton Beach made me happy. 

ORLANDO ¢ MARCH 24th-25th 

Was it too expensive? Or was it free? More than one person 

found it to be free. Not only free . . . wonderful! There was no need 


to buy a ticket to enter the spacious, beautiful building where all the — 


seminars, exams and ladies’ programs were held. 

One could learn all about shopping, security, packing for a trip 
and lots of other good information. Carole Perry’s talk and video 
about teaching New York school kids about ham radio was super! 
Wish there were more Carole Perry’s. 

The lounging/waiting area outside the vendor’s room was 
soe and had plenty of seating. Good conversations were easy to 

ind 

Yes, for the non-ham or one who didn’t want a chance on the 
prizes, Orlando was free. 
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The Orange County Convention Center is perfect in every way 
. except price. One must pay for all that luxury, pety, comfort 
and convenience. Our ticket cost $9. 

Was glad I’d packed a picnic because sodas were $1.50 and 
sandwiches were nearly $5. 

Not too much ‘‘junque”’ in the big room. The usual! best-known 
suppliers and vendors were there; the little guys with their dusty 
anchors, stayed home. 

“Thirty-seven dollars for a table and I’ve only sold $20 worth,” 
one disappointed lady told me. When I came’ back on Sunday 
morning, she was gone. 

Orlando gave away a lot of prizes. One nice feature was the prize 
drum just inside the door. We didn’t have to look all over the place 
to find it. I like the chalkboard, too. You could always tell whose 
number had been called. By the time we left Sunday, mine hadn’t 
been posted. 

Too bad it’s such an expensive place. They say they are moving 
to a new location next year. If its air-conditioned, we’ll probably be 
there. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By Bob Watson, W4DTV 

The PARC Ft. Walton Beach Annual Hamfest was a success in 
spite of lots of rain and flooding. Attendance was good. Tony, 
N1CPG won the ICOM 735 Sunday and Brad, N40YB won the R5 
vertical five-band antenna. Stan, WD4PEU won the Astron on © 
Saturday. 

The club elections are coming up soon and candidates are being 
sought. 

The Ham of the Year is being voted on soon, so if you wish to 
nominate someone, a letter must be written to President Bill Hord, 
W4WIJ, now. 

Hoss, N4SIS and Bob, W4DTV have started the novice class at 
the OWCC on Thursday nights and 10 people signed up in the first 
night. The class will be once-a-week on Thursday nights starting at 
6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. We hope to keep it going as there area lot 
of candidates in this area. (Building E — Room 100B). 

The PARC held their FCC exams on March 10th. Six applicants 
applied for exams, eight exams were given and three of the six 
upgraded. 

The PARC will support the Annual Triathlon on May 12th and 
need volunteers to assist in this event. 

The Gulf Coast VHF T.N. has a new manger, Dale, N4SGQ. He 
relieved Floyd, KC4AVA who has done a very good job during the ~ 
office tenure. 

Received a report that the Columbus Hamfest (Georgia), was a 
good one and worth the effort to go. It was the same weekend as the 
Orlando Hamfest. 3 

The NOARC is making plans to support the Lung Association in — 
their Annual Bike-a-Thon on April 28th. Volunteers to assist are 
being requested to call K4LPT, Stan (two meters or L.L.) (682- 
6669). W4DTV will be in Dayton. 

The TCARC is expecting to lose their present meeting place, the 
Mitchell Building, Room 5, as soon as the fire department moves 
into their new quarters and the city moves into their vacated 
quarters. 

W4DTV has coached the YL (25 years old) and she has passed 
her FCC Radio Telegraph Code Tests, 16 words per minute code | 
and 20 words per minute plain language as well as her sending test. 
Still have a Retired Lieutenant Colonel going for the same license. 

How many O.T.’s, OOT’s and SOWP members remember the 
following, and when and where did they use them? 

1. SOS (most hams know this) 
2. XXX 
PM ig! yb 
4. QQQ 

Did you send or receive anyone of these? If you don’t remember 
let me know and I will put it in next month’s Skip. 

Will close for now with 73 toall. 


HAVING FUN IS A LOT LIKE INSURANCE THE OLDER You GET, 
THE MORE IT COSTS! . W4ZGG.. 


W4PC Then and now. 
.19, 1922. This came 
transmitter on about 180 meters using a one inch spark 
coil for plate supply, neil said. His call the was 8NP. Neil 
was born Sept. 9, 1906. When you visit W4PC now you 
will find this neat station at his Pinellas Park home. He 
is life member SOWP and held W8DGY, WIDIO, W200Z, 
D4AJM in 1946 and DJONE in ’65. Congrats to a heal OT 
here in Florida. Can anyone top this? Send photos and 
details, to Editor. 


“Above Neil Spencer’s station Sept. 


* PLATINUM COAST AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
P.C.A.R.S. 
By Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT, Publicity Chairman 

The February meeting of the Platinum Coast Amateur Radio 
Society was held Monday, February 12th with its guest speaker Bob 
Gorre of the National Weather Service (NWS), newly-located in 
Melbourne. Mr. Gorre’s tropic concerned severe weather con- 
ditions and how the amateur radio operator can play an important 
role in assisting the NWS in its objective to provide earliest possible 
warning of weather conditions that could endanger life and 
property. 

Mr. Goore is organizing a program (Skywarn), involving area 
amateurs, that would allow Skywarn volunteers to communicate 
directly with the NWS to identify and report severe storms. Mr. 
Gorre said that the human factor is still the key ingredient in ac- 
curate reporting along with the Nexrad Doppler Radar System 
being installed at the Melbourne Office. This sophisticated, state- 
of-the-art weather monitoring system will be the second location to 
be installed in the nation. 

All participating hams will attend a training course, given by 
the NWS, to learn more about the Skywarn system. 

The well-attended meeting was the first, under the control of the 
newly-elected regime: President John Weatherley, AB4ET; Vice 
President Don Winn, AF4Z; Secretary Dave Allen, N4ESI; and 


as the “spark coil ICW” a one tube 


Treasurer Mike Perry, AB4GI. 

In other business, PCARS was seeking volunteers to assist the 
Red Cross at the VAC Air Show in Titusville and to assist at the 
Space Coast Odyssey of the Mind Tournament at Southwest Junior 
High School. 

Plans are underway for the ever-popular Melbourne Hamfest to 
be held in September. The Melbourne Hamfest is fast-becoming 
acknowledged as one of the finest in the state and this writer will 
keep you updated periodically as to the schedule, events, prizes. 
etc., as information becomes available. 

PCARS meets the second Monday of every month at the Red 
Cross Building on Hickory Street, Melbourne at 7:30 p.m. Coffee 
and doughnuts are the fare at intermission. Interested hams are 
cordially invited to attend our function. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By Bob Watson, W4DTV 

The weather continues to be wet and it was reported that 
Crestview had 7.5 inches of rain overnight. We don’t need more. 

The Panama City ARC (W4RYZ) monthly bulletin was sent to 
me by Steve, N4VSP and they are to be congratulated on their 
monthly publication. 

The activity has been rather slow for this area with very little 
information being received. 

The Twin Cities ARC held their regular Wednesday night 
meeting and is going through the procedure of writing by-laws, etc. 
During the meeting it was agreed by all to have a good old-fash- 
ioned picnic at the Florida Park in Valparaiso, with everyone 
bringing a covered dish, plus anything they might want to swap or 
trade. The date picked was Saturday, October 14th. 

The EARS (Eglin Air Force Base) Club assisted in supporting a 
very good “‘USAF Global-IX-Sports ’89’’ rally. The walkers, 
joggers, runners, all seeking prizes. All of the participants were 
monitored at check points which was manned by EARS members 
using the USAFB Eglin MARS VHF repeater with HT’s. Frank 
Butler, Bob Watson, Ed Campbell and others assisting. 

The PARC set up a special events amateur radio station on VHF 
and H.F. during the ‘‘Sunday in the Park’’ at the Fort Walton 
Landing in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, on Sunday, October Ist, 
which turned out to be a beautiful sunny day. Many programs were 
held but the art show, hands-on science museum and the petting zoo 
attracted the most people. Quite a number of people were in- 
terested in the PARC Radio Station and its operation. 

I have had the opportunity to assist a number of people in ob- 
taining their novice licenses and still get more requests. Am now 
teaching a very special student, who is studying for her Radio 
Telegraph Second Class FCC License and in a short time has 
reached 14 to 16 words per minute both receiving and transmitting. 
She is one of the most ‘‘motivated” persons I have seen in years. 

Last but not least; Hugo was well monitored here. W4MMX, 
W4WIJ, W4DTV, N4DAS and others participated in handling traffic 
into Puerto Rico and into South Carolina. I had to use 20 meters to- 
get Army MARS essential messages into Puerto Rico. Also used 
Army MARS to get traffic into South Carolina. 


pe COM’ 


<p> ANTENNA MATCHER 
The ultimate advanced technology —— 
when you need it most. 


P.O. Box 502 
Ft. Lauderdale, FI. 33302 
(305) 523-6369 


THE BOTTOM LINE: "“MAXCOM*WORK 8” 


Call Sonny 
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Wes Randles W4COW (R) National QCWA Treasurer presents 
the John DiBlasi Award to Robert E. Baird W9NN, one of 
the 11 remaining Cha, ter members of QCWA. The affair 
took place at the Spaceport Chapter No. 66 on Feb. 5, 


1990, Cocoa Beach, FL. (Photo via KOREC.) 


FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJMH 

You will soon receive a ballot to elect five directors. The can- 
didates all have their qualifications listed in the Spring Copy of the 
“QCWA Journal.’’ You will be receiving a ballot soon, so please 
vote for the candidate of your choice. 

Local chapters are very important in our organization. 

The first chapter was formed in June, 1951, in Cleveland, Ohio. It 
was so successful, other chapters were soon formed. By 1960, there 
were 11 QCWA chapters all around the country. During the ’60’s 37 
more chapters were chartered. Over the decades, the establish- 
Le of QCWA chapters peaked in the ’70’s when 77 were char- 
tered. 

Today about 50 percent of QCWA members belong to one or 
more chapters. In the mid-’80’s, a chapter manual was prepared to 
assist officers in conducting business, planning activities, in- 
creasing membership and promoting a more uniform 
organizational structure. 

The chapters are requested to file an annual report with 
headquarters and this form enables headquarters to supply in- 
formation and help chapters with their membership problems and 


keeping their memberships up-to-date. 
PALM BEACH CHAPTER 

The regular monthly meeting of our chapter was held at the dining room of the 
Prosperity Oaks Complex on February 27th. We had a turnout of 37 members and guests. 

President Gorman, W4RQK introduced our guest speaker, Mr. Joe Sims, K4IPN. Joe 
had worked for many years with RCA as an engineer overseas after World War II and 
spent quite a bit of time in Saudi Arabia. He came into intimate contact with many of the 
people and created numerous interesting situations which he told about. It was a very 
interesting and informative talk about people quite different from the United States. 

Walt, K4JCA gave us a report on his latest trip to Las Vegas. 

The two-meter band won’t be the same around the Palm Beach area any more, 
because Dave Dalziel, N4ICE broke downand gotaH.T. . 

The next meeting will be on March 27th at the Prosperity Oaks Dining Room. Everyone 
is welcome. Come and bring a friend. 

— Reported by Bob, W4KOG 
SUAWANNEE CHAPTER : 

Our chapter is pleased to note the many new members in our area as listed in the 
Spring Edition of the ‘‘QCWA Journal.’’ Our membership of 50-plus and Board of Direc- 
tors extend an invitation to the newly-enrolled members in the National Association and to 
all unaffiliated members to attend our next luncheon meeting on April 26th. 


Our revised schedule for the balance of 1990 follows: April 26th, June 28th, August 23rd. . 


October 25th and December 13th. Meetings are on Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. at Don's 
Smorgasboard on 36th Avenue, Ocala, two blocks south of Silver Springs Boulevard, Our 
dues are $5 and will be waived for any new members joining our chapter, who are 
members in good standing in National. We welcome all QCWA members to our meetings 
and you may join if you wish. : ; 

The speaker for the April 26th meeting was Harry Duncan, WOEFR and the topic was 
“How to Have a Good Fist.’’ Come and meet with this friendly group and/or join with us 
on a weekly Saturday net at 9:00 a.m. on 3940 KHz with K4BRC, Ed Gaudet as net 
control. 

— Reported by Ray Chartier, WIRFE 
’ SOUTHEAST FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Thirty-three members and guests attended a regular monthly meeting of the chapter 
on Saturday, March 17th. President O’Bernard, W4J XA presided. 

Guest speakers were Frank Ireland, K4U00 and Tom Glaze, WA4NGV, president and 
vice president of Ireland Tune-Tenna Systems, a Miami-based manufacturer of a series of 
patented VHF, marine and UHF antennas. They utilize a unique patented reactive can- 
cellator tuning system which provides unprecedented ‘‘db”’ gains of up to 15db (32 times) 


, 


on UHF. An impressive demonstration of the antenna characteristics was video taped by 
Bob Kelly, N40BQ. The company is located in Miami and the phone number is (305) 633- 
8185. : 

The chapter welcomed a new member: Norm Wark, K4RBR. 

The 50/50 was won by Cliff, KSHQH and Jim, KE4KK. Nat March, W4LIM won a 9db 
two-meter antenna and Bud Frazier won a 15db UHF antenna both donated by Tenna- 
Tune. 

Our chapter meets every third Saturday of the month at Denny’s Restaurant on 
Northwest 36th Street. Guests are cordially invited. 

— Reported by Sid Wolfeld, KJ4AS 


SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

We held our regular monthly meeting on March Ist at the House of Chong in Sarasota. 
There were 97 members and guests present. 

President Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF opened the meeting and he thanked John and 
Esther for making a carrier for the QCWA banner and stand. 

Two new members were introduced: Bill Miller, KK2L and Roger Adams, KC4ZC. 

Leslie Gregg, W9IU was reported to be in the Venice Hospital. 

The Nominating Committee was appointed and they are: Art Herrald, AA4AN; Frank 
Lester, W4AMJ; and Art Miligan, W8KW. 

Mary Ryden, K8ONV announced the location and date for the QCWA National Con- 
vention. She and Ken Ryden, K80HG are planning to attend. 

John Willig, W3ACE introduced Kenneth Tracy, CLU, who spoke on the various types 
of insurance for the home and its contents. He stressed the importance of discussing your 
coverage with your agent. Be sure you are covered for replacement cost with no 
depreciation. By increasing the deductible from $100 to $250 you can save enough to pay 
for better and/or greater coverage. 3 

: — Reported by Bob Bookwalter, WANWF 
GATOR CHAPTER 

There were 35 members and guests at our March meeting. 

Bill, W4STX introduced our guest speaker, Bob Lamay of the Memphis Gas and Light 
Company. Bob is a member of the Toastmasters Club. His subject was bank examiners’ 
con-games, fraud and crime, and con-games against the elderly. They have bilked 
thousands of dollars from these persons. 

Dave Stocky, K4KE and his XYL, WB4ZPU had their 49th wedding anniversary. 

There was no treasurers report as our Treasurer Bill Turner, W2WV is home after an 
operation and doing quite well. Wes Randles, W4COW, National treasurer reported that 
the National Treasury is in good shape. Dues may go up to $15-a-year as expenses keep 
mounting. 

’ Our restaurant was packed with persons from Ohio having their winter meeting and 
they ate all the food insight. 

One of our new members, Bill Hazell, W4TAD recently upgraded to extra. The Half- 
and-Half was won by Mae, W3CUL. 

Our next meeting will be on April 7th at Staceys Buffet, Missouri Avenue, Largo. We 
welcome all members and non-members. We meet at 11:30 a.m. Our net is on 37/97 
repeater at 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays. We welcome everyone to check in. 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Nice to see the folks from Zephyrhills at our meetings including N4TJN and W1PB. 

Walt Brink, W3WPY, Kent Island, Maryland, is a member of our chapter and a can- 
didate for QCWA Director. 

W2HGV can tell of his experience with a broad-band 80-meter dipole. 

Lots of our gang was at the Orlando Hamfest: W9QVA, WT4F, W4TIC, N4LBG. 
KA4NQK and KB4UWY. 

W9EJY is making progress on marketing his system of noise-free A.M. broadcasting. 

WIPCD is returning to Maine. All who are away from Florida during the summer are 
advised to monitor 14245 KHz every Thursday at 12:30 p.m. to keep in touch. 

W40FT is on the 20-meter Church Net and is also serving as a volunteer at the hospital. 
KM4OA is our official photographer for our chapter and gets credit for the fine pictures 
taken at our meetings. 

We meet the third Saturday of each month year-round at 11:30 a.m. at the Sizzler 
Restaurant on North U:S. 98 in Lakeland. K8RIF our treasurer, will be pleased to talk to 
you about chapter dues (nominal) and advantages of membership in QCWA. 

Be sure to vote for the QCWA director candidates of your choice when you get the 1990) 
ballot. Also make your comments on the proposed communicator license to our ARRL 


Director or the FCC as per information in April's “QST.”’ 
— Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 


QSY to page 12 


25 Years a Ham? 
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See v 
IC QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASS'N, i. 


¢ Preserves and promotes Amateur 
Radio 


e Awards & recognition for members 
© Over 160 local chapters 
e CW and SSB nets » QSO parties 
© Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 
Anniversary 


Quarter Century Wireless Assoc. 
140 Cooper Dr. ¢ Irving, TX 75061 
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-Eurs AMATEUR Rapio— 
2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 


FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315. | 
_ 7 DAYS 
OPEN A WEEK 


COME SEE OUR | 
NEW & LARGER STORE 


ay Left Turn Lane 


STATERD. 84 = = —— —— - 
Right Turn Lane 5 
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FT. LAUD. AIRPORT 
“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
-  - HAM EQUIPMENT” 
VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 
LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 
305 p 305 e 
9253-0103 944-3383 _ 
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1990 FLORIDA Q.S.0 PARTY 


RULES and REGULATIONS 


; Announcing the 24th Annual Florida QSO Party sponsored by 
the West Palm Beach Amateur Radio Club, Inc. and Florida Skip. 
The contest will be held on May 5-6, 1989. 

Operating times are as follows: Saturday 00:00Z (8:00 p.m. 
EDT) through Sunday 24:00Z (8:00 p.m. EDT). 

Suggested frequencies are phone: 3945, 7279, 14279, 21379 and 
28479 KHz; and C.W.: 3725, 7125, 14055, 21150 and 28150 KHz. 

All amateurs worldwide are eligible and are invited to par- 
ticipate. 
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: 

Each entrant agrees to be bound by the provisions of this an 
nouncement, the regulations of the applicable licensing authority 
and the decision of the Contest Committee which is final. 

VALID CONTACTS: 

All amateur bands 160 through two meters may be used. All 
stations will use separate logs for phone and C.W. Phone and C.W. 
are separate contests. A-Station may be worked once on each band 
- and once on each mode. Neither crossband or crossmode contacts 
will count. No repeater contacts may be counted for credit. Florida 
stations may work other Florida stations for contest points only. 
Out-of-state stations may not work each other for contest credits. 

ENTRY CLASS: 

Florida stations are divided into three classes: 

Class ‘‘A’’ stations are those operating portable or mobile using 
100 watts or less output inside Florida but outside their home 
counties. 

Class ‘‘B”’ stations are any C.W. stations operating from a fixed 
location within your own home county. 

Class ‘‘C’’ stations are any phone stations operating within your 
home county. 

Entrants may be single-operator or multi-operator and this 
must be indicated on the summary sheet. 

EXCHANGE: 

Florida stations send signal report and county of operation. Out- 
of-state stations send signal report and U.S. state, Canadian 
province or D.X. country. 

SCORING 

All Florida stations score Class ‘‘A,’’ three points per QSO 
contact; Class ‘‘B,’’ two points per QSO contact; and Class ‘‘C,”’ 
one point per QSO contact. 

Multiplier is the total of states (49 maximum), provinces (1? 
maximum) and D.X. countries up to 27 actually worked. Maximum 


multiplier is 88. 

Out-of-state stations count two points per QSO with each Florida 
station. Multiplier is the total number of different Florida counties 
worked (67 maximum). 

The score is the product of QSO points and multiplier. 

AWARDS: 

Certificates on phone and C.W. will be awarded for the top 
station score in each state, province and DX country. Certificates 
on C.W. will be awarded for the top novice score in each state. Also 
the top scores in each Florida county will be awarded a certificate 
Multi-operator winners will receive certificates as activity 
justifies. 

There will be three plaques awarded to: highest scoring Florida 
station C.W. and phone and to the Florida club with the highest 
aggregate score. 

There is a 10-contact minimum to be eligible for a certificate. 

DISQUALIFICATION: 

The ARRL Contest Disqualification Criteria will be isda in 
deciding upon. disqualifications. Among reasons _ for 
disqualifications are improper reporting, excessive dupes, errors 
in multipliers, late logs and cheating. 

REPORTING: 

Phone and C.W. entries are to be separated with logs for each 
Along with legibile logs in chronological order, a summary sheet is 
required with each entry. Those with 200 QSO’s or more must 
supply a dupe sheet. 

The summary sheet must contain claimed score, Florida 
county or state, number of QSO’s, multiplier total, station call-sign. 
entry class, power source of Class ‘‘A’’ entries and complete ad- 
dress. The name of the Florida club for which aggregate total 
credit is being assigned must also be on the summary sheet. 

A signed declaration that all rules and regulations have beer 
observed must also be included. 

A sample summary sheet is available for any SASE from the 
QTH below. 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: a 

All entries must be post-marked on or before July 4, 1990. Mail 
all entires to: 

Florida QSO Party.Contest Committee 
P.O. Box 8104 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33407 


AMATEUR AUXILIARY OF THE 
~ ————- FLCC. FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU 
By Swede, W4TAH 
Amateur Auxiliary Coordinator of South Florida 
4190 Malden Drive, Sarasota FL 34241 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO? 

Do you operate on 20 meters? What part? Is it located in the top 
part of the band? 

Do you operate on 40 meters? What part? Is it from 7.1 to 7.3 
MHz? 

_ Or maybe you operate in the top part of 75 and 80? 
- Have you wondered what you would do if you lost the top part of 
20, 40 and 80? Where would your favorite frequency be then? 

Oh,-I hear you say it won’t happen. Even you don’t believe that. 
You know that the WARC 1992, is going to take away some of our 
frequencies. Even ARRL officials are talking about losing some 
frequencies. They mention the above and there are some they don’t 
mention. 

- Tt can’t happen you say. The last WARC changed the 40-meter 
band to include the broadcasters and you can hear them on the top 
half of 80. If it hadn’t been for the Australian representative we 
would have lost the top part of 20, as well, last time. 

They wouldn’t do that you say. The United States has one vote, 
that’s all. Just try to convince the rest of the world that we are 
using the spectrum we have, to the best of our ability. How do you 
explain the obscenity nets or the illegal phone patches? Or the 


jammers or interferers? Or the special interest nets or the 
organized pack of hecklers and jammers that roam from band to 
band? 

The NTIA is seriously considering putting the spectrum up for 
sale to the highest bidder. Each megahertz of frequency they figure 
is worth $5 million. That’s about $5 million for 10 KHz. How much 
can you buy? 

The question I have is: Where am I going to be able to hold:a 
QSO? Maybe you will let me use some of yours. If you will, let me 
know. 

NEW A.R.E.S. INI.R. COUNTY 

ARES is soon to be an activity in Indian River County. So far we 
have 15 applications and every ham should join up. There are no 
dues and little obligation unless you feel the need to doa little public 
service once-in-a-while. Burt Lawton, W2JLO has agreed to takea 
leadership position and the applications will be turned over to him. 

If you haven’t signed up please do so at the next meeting. We 
expect to have applications at the Thursday luncheons, as well. 

All members receiving shirts will be expected to join ARES as 
well as RACES. The yellow shirts with caps to match will allow us 
to be recognized as emergency personnel in the event we are 
needed. It was well used in our Walk America and will be used in 
other such activities. 

So far we have 17 hams signed up for the Walk America event on 
April 28th. We can always use a few more, so if you have not signed 
up, contact NR2K, Al. 

— (Smith, editor, VBRC Bulletin) 
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QCWA from Page 9 
PELICAN CHAPTER 

At our March 21st meeting there were 39 members and guests in attendance. 

Charlie Shipman, N40BT, newly-appointed emergency coordinator for Pinellas 
County was introduced and he spoke briefly about the Emergency Net and plans to link 
the Tampa Bay repeaters in event of anemergency. 

Our speaker was Pete Odell, W8PFO with the Brush Development Company and he 
covered the development of the tape recorder as we know it at the present time. Brush 
was one of the pioneers of the use of the crystal pick-up heads for record players. 

A number of awards were presented to our members. Wes Randles, W4COW presented 
Century Certificates to Charles Campbell, W9UEM and to Bill Franklin, W4KC. President 
Jay presented the following bars: 75 years to Bill, W4KC.and Reg, K4QZ; 70 years to Dave 
Davis, W4GQ; 65 years to Dave Stocky, K4KE and Red, W4PUZ: 60 years to Dutch, 
KF4DI; and 55 years to Roy, W9MCS and Elvera, W9TLJ. 

We welcomed Ed Finlayson, WA2MRB as a new member. 

Jack Mandel, W4PLW is in the hospital, but should be out soon. 

Dave, K4KE and XYL, Alice, WB4BCU celebrated their 49th anniversary. Fred, W4BN 
and XYL, Effie celebrated their 61st anniversary on April 29th. Wes, W4COW and Blan- 
che, W4GXZ will have their 50th anniversary on June Ist. 

Blanche, W4GXZ suggested that the QCWA pins of ‘‘silent key’’ members be affixed to 
the chapter banner. 

A proposal was introduced that the Mayor of St, Petersburg be requested to designate 
the week of April 29th as ‘‘Radio Amateur Week’’ in recognition of the service that 
amateurs perform in the public interest and welfare. 

We would like to have all QOWA members know that our chapter has a repeater on 
145.29. 

We have established a yearly award to be known as the ‘Phil Stern Award” which will 
be presented at the December meeting. 

— Reported by Paul Turner. WIDLP 


TRUCKERS ON TEN METERS??? 

Uniden is apparently. still trying to sell 10-meter ham tran 
sceivers to truckers. They have a full-page ad in the January, 1990. 
issue of ‘‘Overdrive’’ aimed at the 18-wheeler market. 

They offer $100 off a PT104 Trucker Radar Detector thorugh 
February 28, 1990, ‘‘. .. When you buy our HR2510 Radio or PT104 
Trucker C.B. Radio.”’ 

The ad does not state that the HR2510 is a 10-meter amateur 
transceiver or that a license is required for its operation. 

— (thanks W5YI Report) 
L.Y. PREFIX BACK IN LITHUANIA 

While the new Lithuania Republic and Soviet Union are locked 
in a controversy concerning self-government, the ham community 
seems to have already achieved independence. 

Lithuanian amateurs are now using the L.Y. prefix assigned 
before World War II instead of their Soviet designated U.P. QSL’s 
now go to Box 1000, Vilnius 232001, Lithuania, instead of Box 88 
Moscow. 

Look for the Baltic States of Estonia and Latvia to be next. 

—  (VBRC — NR2K) 
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BUY—SELL—TRADE 


All brands new and reconditioned. 


att (URC) SPECIAL 
SALE PRICES 

¢ All Modular Construction 

¢ 150 W Output 

¢ General Coverage Receiver 


¢ 1 Chip, Direct Digital Synthesis 
e U/LSB, AM, FM, AFSK 


JST- aig cn 
HF Transceiver Pew 
AUTHORIZED ee e Le 
AZDEN Amateur Radio es 7 


parapets Sales & Service. 
4400 Hwy. 19-A 


Mosley, Mount Dora, Fl 32757 


For the best buys in town call: ; 


BW) mM RE-3200 
904-589-0222 


HF Base 


We want to be Your Radio Store }:ayauu 
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F.A.D.C.A. ASI SEE IT 
By Kay Anderson, W8SDUV 

“Scientific testing and research into the development a and | 

improvement of technological systems for use inthe amateur 

‘radio service, including, but not limited to, digital radio’ 
communications, research and testing of systems, hardware 
and software for packet radio local area networks and 
computer network systems, and disseminating to the public 
information obtained as a result of such research and 
testing.”’ 

The above is the wording of Article II(a) Purpose, of the Articles 
of Incorporation of FADCA, as written in March, 1950. 

This is a wonderful purpose — scientific research and testing. 
disseminating information to the public. FADCA did that. I have 
the proof in files received from Don Deem, KB4LLO who was ac- 
ting secretary when I took over the job in May, 1988. ; 

Along with some copies of ‘‘FADCA ¢ Beacon,” one a 16-page ~ 
issue, the by-laws, neatly typed minutes of pre meetings and a 
list of the current BOD addresses. 

I also found some unfinished basigess: Something named 
‘“‘Packet Radio’’ Magazine had floundered and people wanted their | 
money back. Other letters enclosed $1 asking for a sample of PRM. 
I even found envelopes containing FADCA dues in addition to a 
request for PRM. Some came from D.X. countries and all over the 
USA. 

I answered the mail. Those asking specific questions were 
answered by volunteers from the Board of Directors. | 

Things began to change. I recorded a few: 

1. Directors who missed more than two meetings in a row 

would be dismissed from the board and replaced. 

2. Dues, $15 per year, would run from the date of first 

payment, not January Ist. 

3. LAN’s could become affiliated chapters and keep $1 of 

each member’s dues who joined FADCA. 

4. The ‘‘Beacon”’ shrunk in size and the print got smaller. It 

went from a monthly publication to quarterly. 

5. Wedropped to86 paidupmembers. 

To be fair, the FADCA BOD was trying! 

They auctioned off TNC’s, had a banner made up for hamfests, 


held meetings at every hamfest possible, did publish the ‘“‘Beacon,”” 


did get the minutes out promptly after each meeting and did 
propose a number of suggestions to increase public awareness. The 
Networking Committee did meet and try to close the gaps and fill 
up the black holes. A node was installed at LKW. | 

Except for a lot of really good ideas and promises that weren't. 
kept, I can’t find much more we actually accomplished. 

My next sentence was going to be: ‘‘Therefore, I am resigning in 
order to devote my time to other projects which need my at- 
tention.’’ But, too many have done that. 

So, maybe I’ll stick around a bit longer and see if the rewriters. 
reorganizers and reresurrectors can come up with anything. 

Then what? 

Oh, did you hear the rumor that FADCA would receive a 
donation of some dual port 1200/9600 baud modems using Rose — 
software? These are free if . 
place: good antenna, radio, feedline, etc. It’s true. Ask any FADCA 
BOD member. 

‘Scientific testing and research: disseminating information to 
the public...” 

FADCA, you get another chance. Go for it! 


SIX-METER REPEATER SUB-BAND EXPANDED 

The six-meter-repeater sub-band has been extended downward 
to 51.0 MHz. Action came Friday, January 26th in Docket 88-527 and 
was based on twin petitions filled by the Six-Meter Club of Southern 
California and the Southern California Repeater and Remote Base 
Association. 

The one MHz expansion is expected to stimulate massive growth 
in urban areas where two meters and bands above are already 
saturated with multiple systems: oneachpair. | iM 
35 (thanks Westlink) 


.. if the rest of the equipment is in — 


COMPLETE VAG MOUNT ANTENNA W/CABLE & CONNECTOR (2N-220-440) $37.00 


Mobile Antennas i Aldea 


colinear radiator in 
black chrome plated 
steel used for fen 

der mount, side moun! 


wave radiator 
but block 


Supplied with 


dering No 
351 04 C000 


COAX & CONNECTOR 


* Easy Routing ; 
¢ Water-Tight Connections ; = 
¢ No Crimping, No Soldering ~ $3.60 $3.60 


$7.00 
UHF-connector BNC-Connector 


HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 


84 North Tymber Creek Road 
HAROLD Per Bae ote KESMR 
Ormond Beach, Florida 32074 


Nationwide Toll Free 
1-800-847-2346 1-800-84-RADIO 
(904) 672-2878 In Florida 
10:00 AM. to 4:00 P.M. MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 
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PCS-8900 7OCM and PC-10 10 Meter FM Handheld CMOS AND ADVANCED SUR- 


UNPRECEDENTED WIDE REQUENCY COVERAGE: The PCS-6000 receives 118.00 
te 135.995 MHZ AM Aircraft/136-173.995 MHZ FM and transmits 140.100 10 150.000 
MHZ. Mottifable iy Ad. MARS: ami CAP freqrencios (pract of authorizetion/ticonsa 
regnived) 

‘TENY SIZE: Only 2 inches high, 5% inches wide and 7 inches deep!! Easily fits anywhere, 
even: in the smallest car! 

280 CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO BANKS PLUS 1 TEMPORARY CHANNEL (TM): 
Two memory banks, A and B have 10 memory channels each. The memories sore frequen- 
cy, shift width, offset information, and PL tone frequency as programmed, An extre memory 
channel that we call Tit-temporary memory) is provided to allaw you to wore any operating 
canditton instantly again and again!t 

UP TO 21 MONSTANDARD SPLITS: Program any split in any channel. 
VERSATILE SCANNING FUNCTIONS: Dual memory scan, programmable band scan- 
sing, hold sean and delay scan functions are provided, with selectable delay time, ALL 
memory channels are tunable independently. 

PRIORITY CHANNEL MONITORING: Memory Channel BO(the first channel in memory 
bank B) ix monitored every four stoonds regardless of any operating condition. When a signal 
is received, a beep is heard: , 

DISCRIMINATOR CENTERING (AZDEN EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always jitea'ce 
frequency desired when scanning. 

PROGRAMMABLE FREQUENCY STEPS: In memory, frequency steps can be set at 
SKHZ to 20KHZ in any jacrement. 

BUILT-IN PROGRAMMABLE TONE ENCODER: 47 different tones are built in for 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 

AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 

48 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 


MANUFACTURER: 
JAPAN PIEZO CO., LTD. 
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Telephone (404). 769-8706 


instant programming of PL tones into memory channels and microcomputer. Tone frequen- 
cy can be entered independently in RX and TX. A tone decoder is available es an option 


LITHIUM BATTERY BACKUP: Memory information canbe stered for up te 5 years 
even if power is removed. 


FREQUENCY REVERSE: Allows you to listen to repeater input frequency 
FEATHER-TOUCH TUNING CONTROL KEYBOARD: The LED backlighted light touch 
keyboard performs all tuning operations simply by pushing the key(a) and key actuation is 
audibly verified. 

LARGE LCD (LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY): The LCD dispiay shows the operating 
frequency, S/RF, memory channel in use and various other operating functions. The LCD 
is back-lighted by green LEDs, making it possible for you to read the display even in total 
darkness. 

FULL 16 KEY TOUCHTONE PAD a DIMF Microphone ft functions as 
asto-patch when transmitting. 

DIGITAL S(RF METER: Shows incoming signal strangth and relative irensmitter pows! 
MICROPHONE CONTROLS: Up/Down fneraory and frequency control | 

TRUE FM, NOT PHASE MODULATION: Unsurpassed intelligibility and audio fidelity 
High/Low Power: 25WM5W or SW/10W (6000/6000H). Outpur-Fully adjustable. 
SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is beuer than 0.15 Microvoh for 20-18 quicting 
Commercial-Grade design assures optimum dynamic range and noise suppression 
AUDIO OUTPUT; 2 Wats or more, 

SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

OTHER FEATURES: Rugged dynamic touchtons DTMF microphone, built-in speaker, 
mobile mounting bracket, remote speaker jack, and all cards, plugs, fuses and hardware 
are included, 


FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER: 


TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
FAX (404) 769-7970 (7pm-10am) _ Telex: 4930709 ITT 


\ 


MODEL REG SALE* 
IC-735 HF-TRANSCEIVER/GEN.COVERAGE RECVR-~ $1099 $930. 
AH-2A MARINE/CAR ANT.TUNER/AUTO-COUPLER 989. = 459 
[C-725 __HP-TRANSCEIVER/GEN.COVERAGE RECVR sk 949 a 785 © 
AH-3  - — MARINE/CAR ANT.TUNER/AUTO-COUPLER 4890 368 
IC-2400 — dUAL BAND 2MTR/UHF 45/35WATT. | 899 a 687 
IC-901 MULTIBAND MOBILE W/2MTR/UHF INCL. 1199 919 
~UX-39A = 220MHz ADD-ON 25WATT UNIT | 349 249 
IC-228A _ 2METER 25WATT MOBILE MEMISCAN/TONE : ) 509 363 
iC-2g4 | | 499- 954 
_  1C-228H = 2MeTER 45WATT MOBILE MEM/SCAN/TONE 939 417 
IC-O2AT «= 2MeTER SWATT HT 10MEM/SCAN/TONE ~ 409 335 


“Prices suject to availability and change without notice. 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 


». Mike's Electronics 
f) 1001 NW 52 Street 
“Nel Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309 ~ 
ee. 4 (605)491-7110. 
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‘© Electronic Parts Specialists 


RON 


OMAR 
ti gte Ues N4UHC 


WA8FON STORE 404-760-8846 
OMAR ELECTRONICS, INC. 
ALL YOUR AMATEUR NEEDS 
3650 Hwy. 138 N.E. SUITE C 
LOGANVILLE, GA 30249 
OFFICE 404-466-3241 
LYNN 


N4UHC XYL 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


ELECTRONICS N. MIAMI, FL 33164 
INTL., INC. (308) 893-3924 


@ Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 
and cable ties. 

@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies. — 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 

’ Kings, Times and Tyton. 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
GSC ELECTRONICS 


ea. YS; 7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
; WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
~~ (305) 727-8817 © FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Send or Call for Free Catalogue 


HIALEAH yet Joe WBAWNA 
ELE CTR ON cS 514 EAST 9th STREET 


INC. HIALEAH, FL 33010 


EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 
WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL ¢ EXPORT 


887-5936 ° 885-0992 


© Intercom Systems 

© TV & Computer Service Schematics 

© Digital Components 

© Complete Parts inventory 

© Professional & Friendly Assistance 
YOUR #1 ELECTRONICS PLACE 


© Avdio-Video Accessories 

© TV Antenna Systems 

© Marine Antennas 

© ACA Closed-Circuit TV Distributors 
© Test & Design Equipment 


: roract oun REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL * INOUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


[beimont } 1643 HOLLYWOOD BLVD., 
aemenas HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33020 


02 Chickamauga Ave. 
Rossville, Ga, 30741 
866-2302 © 404-861-3610 ~ 
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“KNOWN FOR 
SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


W4WYR 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


11209 South Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33156 
(305) 233-4444 © (305) 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson ; 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


943.125 1 448.125 


Electrical Boat Repairs & Maintenance 
New Rewiring & Generator Service 
On-Site Service & Repair Available 


" M & R MARINE SERVICE INC. 


CHARLES A. S. MITCHELL 


CORPORATION 


FL WATS — 


Marine Electrician 
75 NE 150 Street 


Miomi, Florida 33161 
(305) 947 -2976 


THe 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 


HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
1-800-673-7610 FAX: (813) 465-6996 


Realtors Since 1957 


Florida Custom Plastics 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 34641 


CH 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 


KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHOWE (813) 584-6121 


We) 


Wblede? 4% Vues VOM O Wig PUM IO oc“, lilly ALTO sey 
SE NEW or USED: Receivers - VideoCiphers - IRD's 


Polorotors = Ku Band - Dishes - Actuators & Accessories 


HAMFEST BARGAINS ALL YEAR LONG! 


GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC. ek soit pas MILDRED COHN 


H & MENTERPRISES 


Offices in NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AIGR Pipa cates sucriorn Manan 


Licensed Real Estate Broker MCI — LONG DISTANCE ANSWERING 
AMVOX — COMPUTER ANSWERING SERVICE 


ALARM SYSTEMS — HOME ORDERING SERVICE 


(813) 433-0331 (395) 770.6682 GROLIER PUBLICATIONS 


RUSS PATE IRELAND TUNE-TENNA SYSTEMS, INC. 


Electronic Circuit & Voltage Fed Antennas 


Telephone Collector Patents 3,474,453; 3,792,351; 4,584,587 U.S- 860480 CAN. 
: Antenna Consultant & Design Engineer FCC LIC. 
Antique and Unusual Telephones inventor & Patent Holder SHIP RADAR 
Spring-Supported Microphones P ; 
And Similar Old Gadgets Mites 2 Mhz no tuning full 9 OBD gain. Two piece 
Fae Anioreusclaleeitciaintencn st Ged ortable/fixed. Light weight. Guarnteed 10 years. 
p pp ent Only $99.25. Retails $175. UPS Shipable. More info call 
282 Pine Tree Drive (305) 264-4448 (305) 633-8185 
407-777-1759 Indialantic, FL 32903 5101B N.W. 36th Avenue —- Miami, FL 33142 


SOUTHERN 
TECHNOLOGIES 
AMATEUR 
RADIO 


AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 


VENECOM, INC. 


REPAIRS HF — VHF — CB 


* BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 
10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 © Miami, FL 33157 © 238-3327 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


(305) 669-9031 
(305) 669-9032 


Compliments Of MICROSAT OPERATIONAL INFORMATION 
TH E PA L M ETTO By Walt Dixson, WADWN, AMSAT 

Over the weeks, each of the new OSCAR’s is being com- 
AM ATEU R R ADI O missioned for general use. Each of the satellites supports various 
digital store-and-forward modes. The following outlines give a brief 

description of each. 
AMSAT-OSCAR 16 (PACSAT) is designed to serve as a digital 
store-and-forward packet radio BBS or flying mailbox. The 
spacecraft has four uplink channels in the two-meter band and two 
downlink channels in the 70cm band. An experimental S-band 

FLORIDA GULF COAST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL, INC. beacon at 2401.100 MHzis also aboard. 

{st ARRL Affiliated Council DOVE-OSCAR 17 is the Digital Orbiting Voice Encoder. Its 
primary mission is to provide a satellite signal that is easy to 
receive and that produces plain-language data with the simplest of 
receiving set-ups — without help from a computer. The satellite 
was designed with classroom use in mind. DOVE’s telemetry is 
4 downlinked using standard AX.25 packets using the Bell 202. 

3rd Weekend in November standard. No direct packets from the ground are accepted. The 
DOVE F.M. is in the two meter band. As with AMSAT-OSCAR 16, 

BO-BOX 197 + . CLEARWATER, FL 34617 there is an experimental S-band beacon aboard at 2401.200 MHz. 
WEBERSAT-OSCAR 18 has a number of on-board experiments. 
The primary experiment is a‘CCD camera that takes images from 
space, places them in the on-board computer memory and 
downlinks them as standard packets. A ground station simply has 


W.R. (SPIDERMAN) JONES to collect the packets, compile them and process them with a 


; f special software (Weberware) to display the image on the screen of' 
TOWER & ANTENNA SERVICE . a P.C. using EGA or VGA graphics. 
\ os LUSAT-OSCAR 19 is nearly identical to AO-16, except it has a 
C.W. beacon that transmits telemetry using a modified C.W. 
character set. Again, the ability to derive telemetry values without 


a 
AN 


ANNUAL SUNCOAST , 
CONVENTION « 


L | 


L 


(81 3) 621 81 73 the use of a computer was the main idea for this experiment. 
LUSAT-OSCAR 19 has four uplink channels in the two-meter banda 
Tampa, FL _ff and two downlink in the 70cm band. 
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BROWARD COUNTY 

CAVEC exams by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month on the first Saturday at 8:45 
a.m. and on the third Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 1601 North Harrison Parkway (Northwest 
136th Avenue). 

No pre-registration required. Bring with you your original license, a photocopy of that 
license, the original of any credit certificates and a piece of photographic identification 
(driver’s license okay). There is a fee of $2.00 except novice, which is free. ; 

Talk-in on 145.27 and 224.84 repeaters. 

For further information call Chip Allen, AK4Y (home) 476-8761 or (work) 476-4763; or 
call Joe Lowey, KF4FO (home) 434-8211 or (work) 476-4567. From Dade County, during 
business hours only, 592-8600. Ask for extension 4321 or 4697. For recorded information (24 
hours) 476-4444. 

ARRL/VEC exams by Consolidated V.E.’s of Brevard County — Room Q-22 — Florida 
Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third Saturday of 
every month. : 

No pre-registration required. Form 610 provided. Bring original and photocopy of 
current license. 

For information contact Victor Lau, N4FUY at (407) 768-0888. 

CITRUS COUNTY . 

License exams are scheduled for the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 
8:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Emergency Operations Center on West Southern Street in 
Lecanto. (West off C.R. 491, one-quarter mile north of S.R. 44.) 

Reservations preferred; walk-ins accepted while supplies last. Bring original ham 
license and photocopy, certificates for prior exam credits if any, photo identification as 
driver’s license, pen and pencils and $49 See. 

Phone Cotton, KB9LT at (904) 344-8322 for reservations or further information. 


HERNANDO COUNTY EXAMS 
The Hernando Volunteer Examining Council (HERVEC) with Clover Leaf ARC and 
Spring Hill ARC co-sponsors are conducting monthly exams novice through extra, each 


third Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at Springfield High School in Spring Hill. The . 


Clover Leaf Visitor’s Center in Brooksville is the alternate exam site. 


Walk-ins are welcome. f 
For information contact Paul Sauer, K4ZC at (904) 683-3167. 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD AREA 

FCC exams are given on the fourth Thursday of each month by a W5YI-VEC team at 
6:30 p.m. prior to the regular monthly meeting of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club at 
Ingall’s Park in Hallandale at 735 S.W. ist Street. 

Nocharge for novice. . . all others $4.95. 

Bring the original of your license and a photocopy and positive identification. 

For more information call Howard, N4EBT at 935-5214; or Norm, K4RBR at 823-5437 
(evenings). 


DADE CITY AREA 

The East Pasco Amateur Radio Society will conduct W5YI-VEC exams, technician 
through extra class (novice by reservation only due to time limitation), on the third 
Wednesday of each month (except December) at 602 East Meridian Avenue, in the Tampa 
hile. Company Conference Room (two blocks east of Highway 301), Dade City, Florida 
at 6:30p.m. 

é Leal! the original and a photocopy of your current license, photo identification and 
75 fee. 

We also conduct exams, by appointment, for those with special needs and whose 
schedules conflict with normal exam lessons. 

Contact Ed Privette, AB4PY at (904) 583-4580; or George Mann, KJ4UW at (904) 567- 
6300 or (904) 567-9594 

HIALEAH 

W5YI coordinated test — novice through extra, every third Saturday of the month at 
‘8:00 p.m. Location is 750 East 25th Street, Hialeah, second floor. Dates are January 2ist, 
February 18th and March 18. 

Pre-registration recommended. Walk-in on test available basis, Fee is $4.75. 

Contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL, P.O. Box 3576, Hialeah, Florida 33013 or (305) 829-0602 
(7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.). j 

DADE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINATIONS 

Exams will be held at the Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5600 S.W. 87th 
Avenue, Miami, Florida 33173, at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of the month. 

Walk-in exams on test available basis. Bring a photocopy of your current license, photo 
identification, pen and pencil and a $4.75 check payable to ARRL/VEC. FCC Form 610 
available at exam. 

For further information contact Tom Sherwood, AL7HW at 255-3170 after 5:00 p.m. 

OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 

W5YI exams are held each month (except November and December) on the last 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, 
Florida. 

All exams, novice through extra, are given on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.75. Novices are 
free. Talk-in is available on 145.130 repeater. : 

For information contact Jim, KA2MBE at (904) 236-0744; or Joe, KA4WJB at (904) 351- 
0985. 

MARION COUNTY 

Ws5YI exams — novice through extra, every second Monday at 7:00 p.m., Marion 
County Government Complex at the corner of Southeast Ft. King Avenue, and Southeast 
25th Avenue. 

Talk-in on the 146.61 K4GSO repeater, Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. 

Contact Jim Brenner, NT4B at 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK at 245-7254 for in- 
formation. 

PENSACOLA 

FCC exams are given the third Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. Location is the 
cafeteria of the West Palm Florida Hospital, on North Davis Highway. 

For further information contact Rick Lloyd, AA4W; or Bill Behrends, WA4YRN. 
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FORT MYERS A.R.C. 

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club will hold their next V.E. program on March 16. 
1990 at 7:00 p.m. The location is the Hughes Snell and Company, 1470 Royal Palm Square 
Boulevard, Fort Myers. 3 

Pre-registration is required. The 610 Form, a copy of license and $4.95 must be sent to: 
Egon Loeckel, N8EL, 237 S.E. 20th Court, Cape Coral, Florida 33990. For information eall 
(813) 772-2308. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA V.E. COUNCIL A 
Exams will be given the second Saturday of the odd numbered months at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall of the First Presbyterian Church of Maitland. The church is located 
on the northwest corner of George Avenue and 17-92, one black north of Horatio Avenue in 
Maitland. , 
The dates are: May 12th, July 14th, September 8th and November 10th.. — 
CAVEC will sponsor these tests and the cost will be $4.00. Walk-ins accepted. 
For more information call Roy Mackey, N4ADI at (407) 644-5905. 
LAKE COUNTY/CENTRAL FLORIDA 
FCC exams are given on the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 9:30 a.m. 
The location is the Lake Amateur Radio Association Club house just west of Tavares, 
Florida. Go two miles west of Tavares, Florida, on Highway 441 to C.R. 473. North one 
mile on C_.R. 473 to the Haines Creek Baptist Church. The clubhouse and 180-foot tower are 
behindthechurch. — . aus +b Ve, = ’ 
Walk-ins permitted. Bring original ham license and photocopy, certificates for prior 
exam credits, positive identificationand $4.95. ‘ 
Talk-in on 147.255, K4FC repeater. 
Contact Paul, K3NON at (904) 343-8729; or Millie, KQ4R at (904) 343-0075. 
3 ; AUBURNDALE, AREA 
W5YI exams are to be held on the third Saturday of each monthstarting —_ 
at 9:00 a.m. They will be held in the First Presbyterian Church on 410 Pilaklakaha 
Avenue (PK Avenue), Auburndale, Florida — between Winter Haven and Lakeland on 
Highway 92. Turn off 92 on Ariana Avenue, go two stop signs, turn left on PK . . . second 
building on right. 
Walk-in. excepted/reservations appreciated. $4.95 fee. Tech through extra. Reser- 
vations for novice. ; 
For information contact Bill Loop at (813) 967-5952. 
Yeats Spine ring ARRL VEC ic novice 
The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring exam sessions — 
through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is the Adult 
Education Center, 1510 South Boulevard, New Port Richey. ; ’ 
Walk-ins accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. 
Bring original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, positive identification. 
check for $4.95 payable to ARRL/VEC (no fee for novice exam) and original and 
photocopy of any CSCE. Form 610 will be furnished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). 
For information contact Fred, AA4FG at (813) 849-1224, or Ralph, W2GLW at (813) 842- 


8351. 


WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Suncoast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring W5YI-VEC exam sessions on the. 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The exam location is the Pasco County 
Building, 530 Sunset Road, New Port Richey (just east of U.S. 19 one mile south of the. 
Pithlachascotee River Bridge). 

Pre-registration deadline is the Saturday preceding the exam date, thereafter, walk- 
ins will be accepted on a materials availability basis. Talk-in on 145.350 (Tx-600). 

Remember, effective January 1st, the fee is $4.95 for tech through extra exams. 

For registration and/or information call Marv Borngraber, WC2G at (813) 938-7810. 


PALM BEACH 

Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council and Palm Beach Community College Amateur 
Radio Club are giving amateur radio license tests the third Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Palm Beach Community College; 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Criminal Justice Room 101, for $4.75. 

~- Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials available. ; 

Next tests are June 17th; July 15th; August 19th; September 16th; October 14th and 
15th at hamfest at South Florida Fair Grounds on State Road 80; November 18th; and 
December 16th. . 

For information call Graf Buckenmaier at (407) 582-7617. / 5 


PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 


January 13th, April 14th, July 14th and October 13th at 10:00 a.m CST, 9:30 a.m. for all 
walk-ins — Civil Defense Building, 644 Mulberry Avenue, Panama City, Florida — Main 
Conference Room. No cash. Make checks payable to: ARRL/ VEC. No charge for novice 
All other classes will be $4.95. For more information contact Charles Hickman, N4DPU. 
2402 West 21st Street, Panama City, Florida 32404; telephone (904) 785-0449. 


DUNEDIN — TAMPA BAY AREA , 
W5YI-VEC coordinated amateur radio exams are conducted by the Dunedin ARC/ VE 
testing team on the first Monday of every month. If the first Monday is a holiday, then the 
tests are held on the second Monday. 
_ Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building, Number 99, Dunedin - 

High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. 

_ Remember to bring with you, two forms of identification, originals and copies of your 
license and CSCEH’s if any and the $4.95 fee required for the tech through extra exams. 
Talk-in on 145.110 or.145.310 (Tx-600). ' 

For registration and/or information call WC2G at (813) 938-7810 or W8RH at (813) 535- 
2034. Mailing address is: P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 
TAMPA EVENING TESTING oi 4 

W5YI-VEC exams will be held the last Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (except 
November and December). Sessions will be replaced by one date in early December due 
to holidays. (Phone for exact date during November.) 

Testing location is the second floor of the American Red Cross Building, 217 North 
Howard Avenue, Tampa. ’ 

Novice exams are free. All others $4.75 cash. Bring with you the original and a 
photocopy of your current license and original and photocopies of CSCE’s, if any. ‘ 
ate ee questions or obtain holiday season dates contact Scott, KA4FRO at (813) 

WEST PALM COUNTY 
_The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving amateur license tests on each 
third Saturday of each month (except October) at Palm Beach Community (Junior) 
College, 4200 ongress Avenue, Lake Worth, Criminal Justice Room 101 at 9:00a.m. : 

The tests are given under the ARRL-VEC and currently cost $4.55. Walk-ins permitted 
as long as we have test materials available, Pre-registration strongly advised, except for 
code testing. ; af 

Next tests for 1989 will be September 17th, November 19th and December 17th. The 
October tests will be given on October 15th and 16th at 9:00 a.m. at South Florida Fair 
Sh oacadt PBRA Hamfest, 9067 Southern Boulevard (State Road 80), West Palm Beach, 

ida. , 


V.E.C, 1999 EXAM SCHEDULE 
' Fort Walton Beach: : 

_ ARRL/VEC exams by Playground ARC, are held quarterly at the clubhouse — 17 Eas! 
First Street, Fort Walton Beach. The 1990 dates are March 10th, June 9th, September 8th 
and December 8th. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. Walk-ins are welcome. Fee is $4.95. For futher 
reeds dela contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ at (904) 243-9720; or Hal Byrd, WG4X at (904) 243 

; ; Crestview: 

FCC exams are given the second Saturday of each third month (February, May 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m. at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South Wilson 
Street, Crestview, Florida. Fee is $4.00, Walk-ins welcome. Bring original and copy ol 
license, and a photo identification. For more information contact Bill Pate, WB40RK 
Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida; telephone (904) 682-0539. 


PORTSAINT LUCIE AREA © 
; Fort Pierce, Florida * Saint Lucie County 
The Fort Pierce ARC is sponsoring ARRL/VEC’s each month on the fourth Saturday. 


at the Saint Lucie Emergency Operations Center. Go west of I-95. Pass Highway 
Rock Road. It is on the right-hand side. meer 


_ Register at9:00.a.m. and the test will be given at 9:30a.m. 
Call Bill Shisler, W3DHN for information at (407) 466-5648. 
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR EXAMS AT HAMCATION 


FCC exams will be given on Sunday, March 25, 1990 at the Orlando Hamcation in the 
Orange County Civic Center at 10:00a.m. 
Ph ats dk yen age sot (1) Sindee 610 Form; (2) a copy of your FCC 

; (3) copies of an ’s; (4) a list of test(s) : (5 

aah hae one Maclin: you want to take; and (5) a $4.00 

Mail these five items to: R.V. Mackey, N4ADI, P.O. Box 941598, Maitland. Florid: 
32794. They must be mailed before March 10th and you will receive a numbered 
registration receipt for your test(s). For information call N4ADI at (407) 644-5905 

Remember, tests by pre-registration, only! Good luck. 

PARKLAND AREA 

The Siemens Amateur Radio Club sponsors ARRL/VEC coordinated exams the third 

Friday every month at 17:30 hours, except December which will be the second Friday 


He tests will be given at the Spanish River High School. 5100 Jog Road, Room 8207. Boca 
on. 


Pre-registration is recommended, but walk-ins are accepted if testing materials are 
available. Novice exams are free. . . all others are $4.95. 


Bring a photo identification, your original license and a copy and the origi é 
copy of any CSCE’s. All forms are provided. . Hock ane 


Contact Ron Diego at (407) 994-7168 during business hours or (407) 487-1726 evenings 
and weekends for more information or to pre-register. 


PALM BEACH 

Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council and Palm Beach Community College Amateur 
Radio Club are giving amateur radio license tests the third Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida. 
Criminal Justice Room 101, for $4.95. 

Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials available. 
yo tests are October 13th and 14th at hamfest at South Florida Fair Grounds on State 

80. 


For information call Graf Buckenmaier at (407) 582-7617. 
OSCEOLA COUNTY 
The Osceola Amateur Radio Club is offering examinations for all five classes of 
amateur radio licenses, novice through extra classes, on Saturday, May Sth, at 9:00 a.m 
at the Osceola County Senior Citizens Center at 1099 Shady Lane. 
Anyone interested may contact Lloyd Garvin at (407) 846-0204. 
KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
By Bob, W4KOG 
3910 Ke. Sundays, 1130Z — 0730 EDT 
Hamfest season for this year has come and gone. The snowbirds 
will soon be flying North and the gentle hum of air conditioners will 
pervade the atmosphere! Florida hamfests reached some sort of a 
peak last month with the grand finale taking place in the ‘‘Taj 
Mahal” of tourism in Orlando.” 
Unfortunately, it looks like the Exposition Center is growing a 
lot faster than the “‘hamcation.”’ 
Hamfests are changing though. The big city ones are all getting 
“commercialized” and want to make money. Anyone is allowed to 
sell anything as long as he can pay for the space. Hamfests are 
degenerating into expensive marketing operations where you can 
look at the new equipment that you can’t afford or you can buy a 


nice electrical flyswatter while enjoying a cold hot dog and soda ; 


pop for $5 a crack! 

I think I still prefer the local hamfests at the park, where 
everyone sets up his table — full of goodies — pops open a nice cool 
807 and enjoys the camaraderie whether he sells anything or not. 

Not much going on with the net lately. Dorcy, W4BMM and his 
XYL celebrated their anniversary last month. Haven’t heard 
Dorcy on the net lately, hope everything is okay? Happy birthday to 
the ‘‘Earl of Okeechobee,’’ W4AYD on his 70th. 

Don, K7DWT went to Carolina’s for their daughter’s wedding. 

Duke, KI4GH is chasing the nurses again! Our M.O. Dwight. 
N4POA has his blood pressure back down and under control. 

Some nice photos of Jim, W4JM; Charlie, K8RIF; and Wes. 
W4COW along with other amateur radio notables in the Spring 
Issue of ‘‘QCWA Journal.” 


YOU CAN'T PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD IF BOTH FEET 
STAY IN BED ALL DAY ...tks W4ZGG. 


ad et a a ee RN SM NN a are 


Bill Kennedy, W2AS receiving his 70-Year certificate at a 
recent meeting of the Everglades QCWA Chapter. Making 
the presentation is Nat, K4OL; Congratulations gang! 
(Photo by W2CTL’) 
IF I HAD MY LIFE TO LIVE OVER 

Someone asked me the other day: ‘‘If I had my life to live over. 
would I change anything?”’ ‘‘No,’’ I answered. 

Then I began tothink .. . 

If I had my life to live over, I would have talked less and listened 
more. I would have invited friends over to dinner even though the 
carpet was.stained and the sofa was faded. I would have eaten 
popcorn in the “‘good”’ living room and worried less about the dirt 
when someone wanted to light a fire in the fireplace. I would have 
burned the pink candle sculptured like a rose before it melted in 
storage. I would have sat on the lawn with my children and not 
worried about grass stains. 

I would have cried and laughed less while watching television — 
and done more of it while watching life. I would have shared more 
of the responsibilites carried by my wife. I would have gone to bed 
when I was sick instead of worrying that the earth would-go into a 
holding pattern if I missed work for one day. I would never buy 
anything just because it was practical, wouldn’t show soil or was 
guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

There would have been more “‘I love you’s,’’ more “‘I am sorry”’ 
... but mostly, given another shot at life I would seize every 
moment, look at it and really see it and live it — and never give it 
back. 

— Anonymous 
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RATE CARD INFORMATION : 

HAMBAR service of electronic equipment only is available to all sub- 
scribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, 
which includes address, call sign, ete. Minimum charge for any HAM- 
BAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each 
HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will be published un- 
less accompanied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads con- 
tain the full mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if 
any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No HAM- 
BARS via telephone! 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

Full-page $125.00, Half-page (1/2) $80.00. One-quarter (1/4) page 
$55.00. One-third (1/3) page $70.00. One-eighth ( 1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according to size of ad 

d set required for same. i 
er Dendine for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of each month in 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, Florida 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of 
each month. Thank you for your cooperation. aie 


FOR SALE: Ft901D with MD-1 desk mike, 10 & 11 mtr 
Xtal set - SSB filters, manuals, mint $495. 3 Cubic Lin- 


ears mod. 1500ZA each $300. Mint. 1 1GLA-1000B Den- 
tron linear (6K) $200. 1. Varmint linear - 1000 watts 
XL-1000, mint $300. Sale each or sale all at discount 
‘price. Call Hoe Erpino KB4VFF, 4749 NW 2 = St., Miami 
FL 33126 305 488-2935. 

WANTED: COLLINS KWM-2A, Collins S-Line, 30L-1 


30S-1 amplifier, Accy.s TEN-TECCorsair, Argonaut, Omni, 
Accy’s. Gary Murphy, 2042 Eagles Rest Dr., Apopka, FL 
32712 407 889-9307 


NOTHING MAKES IT EASIER TO RESIST TEMPTAT— 
ION THAN A PROPER UPBRING A SOUND SET OF 
VALUES’ AND WITNESSES via W4ZGG 


THREE EXCELLENT G.E. MT-76A’s complete $200.Twen- 


ty MOTOROLA HT220’s, some with multi-channel and 
chargers, about five basket casses. $400. for these. Whole 
magillash for $550. George M. Sinks, PO Box 629 Wab- 
asso, FL 32970 407 589-5151. 


TOWER WORK FOR HIRE. Tower installation/dismantling, 
antenna installation, complete tower maintenance, rotor 

replacement. Reasonable rates. Serving Broward, Dade and 
Palm Beach counties. N4XGZ, Mark Lavallee, 1900 North 


39th Ave., Hollywood, FL 33021-4841 Call eve 305-961-7 
2642. 

FOR. SALE: BOOM-mike headsets. Aircraft industry sur- 

plus. Crystal mike - 2 100 Ohm headphones with instruct- 
ions for use on ham rigs. assembled $24. PPD. Steve 


Smith PO Box 5014, Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33932 813 - 
765-1178. 
ee ee 
WOR SALE: Wheatsone bridge by Leeds-Northop $50.00 
1-COM4AT - ICOM O2AT HTs BC35 Desk charger, wall 
@harger PB7. BP8, BP3 batteries. Assorted antennas, plus . 
mag mounts for both HTs. Cig lighter plug. Shoulder 
strap, carrying case%k mike, amanuals and cartons. Price?? 
COM 251A all mode transceiver, built in power supply, 
TT mike $400. with manuals. Head phones, rudffin fans. 
Duke Dukas KI4GH, 275 NW 119 St., Miami, FL 33168 
305 681-0522. 

Dashed tha taticichs Ml acs eet Adal ooee ee a IY Pe ree cE 
SELL: FLAWESS SB-200 amp $400. Kenwood PC-14 
patch $80. Kenwood AT-130 tuner $150. Realistic DX400 
receiver $125. Manuals for above. No ship. Pick-up only. 
Ssarff... Merritt Seariff W4FAH, 104-3rd St.'No., Braden- 
ton Beach, FL 34217 813. 778-4743 after six P.M 


WHEN A POLITICAN SAYS, “THAT'S A GOOD QUESTI. 
ON,” YOU CAN BE SURE IT’S A LOT BETTER THAN 
THE ANSWER YOU'RE GOING TO GET... via W4ZGG 


WANTED: Booster unit and manual for Yeasu 301A. 
Will pay for copy. FOR SALE: ROBOT SSTV Monitor 
$40. Yaesu FTdx 401 $125. Tempo 2020 $200. Pick up 
ohly. A. Uhimchuk469 Armory Cir. Pt. St. Lucie, FL 
34983 407 878-9783. 


WANTED: ICOM 260A, 290A and 490A’s. call or write 
dipting condition and best offer. | will pickup from seller 
after on site performance test. Ed Pearson KF4JU, 4075 
nak St. No., St. Pete, FL 33709 813 527-4281. 
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FL 33166 


ee 


WANTED: MORE STAT IOWoperator photos or club act- 
ion shots with names and event on back of photo. Can 
return same if you send along an SASE. Any size from 
3X$ up to 5X7 color or black & white. Editor, Box 501 


Miami Springs, FL 33166 
ATTENTION ALL SOUTH FLORIDA HAMS! Are you 
concerned about decling interest in amateur radio by the ~ 


nation’s young, But don’t know what you can do to 

help? Well, now South Florida amateurs have an opport: 
unity to introduce individuals of all ages to our exciting 
hobby, through an exhibit at the Discovery Center, --:- . 
Broward County’s largest science museum. This fall an 

amateur radio display will be included in a temporary 

exhibit at the museum. Volunteers are needed to operate 
the radios at the booth and to demonstrate them to the 
public during the weekends. If you are interested ie _ 
avi 


Participating or would like further information, call 
KB4NRC at 305 563-1226. 
SOME OF THE NEW OFFICE COFFEE D'!ISPENSERS 


ARE DISGUISED BY FILLING CABINETS’ WHICH SORT 
OF MATCHES UP WITH SOME COFFEE DRINKERS 
WHO ARE DISGUISED AS OFFICE WORKERS‘. ZGG 
NN 
WANTED WANTED: ITS LATER THAN YOU THOU- 
GHT!l. THE FLORIDA QSO PARTY WILL BE MAY * 
5 & 6. See full. details in this issue. Let support our 
FLORIDA QSO PARTY. 


FOR SALE: Galena crystals $1. Galena crystal detector 
of black plastic and brushed brass $10. Crystal set tun- 
ing coils $5. L. Gardner, 458 Two Mile Creek Rd., 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 716-873-0447. - 
—ewidabinakiie Lia Snare EN ES PR 
FOR SALE: DRAKE TR4-Cw transceiver and matching 
MN-4 power supply. Very clean, works great $275 plus 
UPS. OBO. Dex French K4TSY, 142 Stoney Ridge Dr. 
Longwood, FL 32750 407 332-6714. : 


WANTED: Ham equipment and other property. The 
radio of Junior High school 22 NYC, Ine. Is a non - 
profit organization, granted 501(c) (3) status by the IRS, 
incorported with the goal of using the theme of Ham 
Radio to further and enhance the education of young 
people nationwide. Your property donation or financial 
support would be greatly appreciated and acknowledged 
with a receipt for your tax deductible contribution. Meet 
WB2JKJ and the “22 CREW” at the Knoxville TN Ham- 
fest on June 2. Joe Fairclough will be the featured 
speaker telling the incredible story of the first 10 years 
of education thru Communicastion at the core of the 
BIG- APPLE.Write us at WB2JKJ, P.O. Box 1052, New 
York, NY 10002. Bround the clock hotlines: Foice 516 
674-4072, FAX 516 674-9600. 


COLOR TV sets: Have 3 - 19 inch color set..Clean, good 
pictures, all chnis. No shi.. - $70. each. First Come first 
served. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lena;e Dr., Miami Springs 
305 888-3874. XL-100’s. You pick the best. 


SS 
WANTED: _— Still looking for video switcher for my ATV 
station. Must have effects. It need not work but must be 
complete. Richard Marsh WA4JJQ, 7350 Buchanan St. 
Hollywood, FL 33024 305 961-6839. 


SELL: HEATH 2M handi talkie HW2XL radio base charg- 
er, mobile charger, case, high capacity battery, new cond- 
ition, sacrifice $300. shipped. Kenpro KR-001 rotor/C64 
computer interface, use with AMSAT software to steer ~ 
OSCAR antennas, rare $100. Steve Zahos KR4S 13908 © 
Timber Ridge Kansas City, MO 64152 816-891-7341 days. 
816 891-6790 after 7 PM CDT. 3 


TRANSISTORIZED Penlight size AC-DC Volt checker 
ground fault detector, with pocket-clip. Needs no test leads 
Uses AAA cells. Patented. Beautifully MADE IN USA 

since 1976 model GFD-1 $12.95 Floridians add 78 cents 
Sales Tax. Bert Adams Enterprises, Inc. P. O.Bx 520143 
Miami, FL 33152-0143 305 271-0949 W4JTU. 

BuIA: SEAL ST DO AAAS OE ee TEE I ESR 
WANTED: Manual or specs for National NCX-3 Copy will. 
do fine, also would like to find an Atlas 210-210X 215 ~ 
215X Etc. F. Westwood WA4DER, 425 SE 3rd Ave., 
South Bay, FL 33493 407 996-2313. . , 


a 


SALE: Mini-Quad HQ-1 antenna in very good condition 
$75. Hy-Gain 40-80 40-80 meter traps model 2-DBQ 
never used $35. Shure model 444D mic. $40. very clean 
Ray Kemper K4ICB, 2630 Bismark Way, Sarasota, FL 
34231 813 922-0138, you ship! 


SELL: Cushcraft ARX-Ringto Ranger 2M AV-3 vertical, 
10-15-20, both antennas like new, used 60 days. Pryamid 
pwr 13.8 VDC at 12 Amp. Drake 300 W dummy load. 
X-Panda-five for Hustler. Bud Gimix Wave meter. Don 
Bearce W4SUH, 3901 Bahina Vista St. OF-APT, Sarasota 
Fi 34232 813 371-4182. 


WANTED WANTED WANTED WANTED 220 mHz MOB- 
ILE TRANSCEIVERS, CLEGG OR MIDLAND, WRITE 
GIVING PRICE AND CONDITION: G. Pohl P O Box 
391, Elfers, FL 34680 (no Phone) 


FOR SALE: RCA TK-76 portable broadcast camera has 
built in color bar generator 12:1 power Aoom. Uses 3 
plumbicon tubes. Camera looks very good. Best offer 
over $1000. Also have RCA TK-630 studio camera, 
working condition $350 or will trade for Video switcher. 
Richard Marsh WA4JJQ, 7350 Buchanan St., Hollywood, 
FL 33024 305 961-6839. 


SELL: Kenwood TS930s/W-AT serial 7 mil with MC60 
mike. No mods, mint condition, low low hours $1200.00 
Ray Kemper K4ICB, 2630 Nismark Way, Sarasota, FL 
34231 813 922-0139, YOU SHIP. 


DO YOU REALIZE THAT IF WE'D STARTED CONSER» 
VING WILDLIFE MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO, YOU'D 
BE WALKING A DINOSAUR TONIGHT ?? via ZGG 


FOR SALE: DRAKE TR7 W/power supply PS&, out- 
board speaker and all filters, mint condx $650. Bob Cav- 
anna N4FB, 503 N. Interlachen, Winter Park, FL 32789 
407 628-8527 eves 407 647-4089 days. 


FOR SALE: EIMAC 8877, BRAND NEW! $450. Eli 
AA4BK, 2513 SW 9 Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
305 525-0103. 


CAR WON: FIT IN GARAGE Tons of electronic stuff: 
Siginal generators dummy loads, power suppliess, com- 
ponents, more. SASE for list. T. McLaughlin. P. O. Box 
-411, Mango, FL 33550 (tampa) 813 681-9709. 


FOR SALE: FT7B Xevr with 20 Amp power supply & 
manual $75. OBO. Swan 500C mint condx with manual 
and power supply & spkr, tubes $135. Pick up also 
Magnavox D2935 Short wave receiver with _migital read- 
out $75. Earl Snyder W4AYD, 503 SE 7th St., Okeech- 
obee, FL 34974. 407 763-0916. 

WANTED WANTED: All Active Florida and USA amate- 
urs to read rules on UPCOMING FLORIDA QSO PARTY 
MAY 5 & 6th. Sponsored by the West Palm Beach ARC. 
Time is short so make plansN O W ! ! 


FOR SALE: Vibroplex No. 204497; Palomar Keyer with 
speed and volume control. Drake 2B receiver with its 8- 
inch speaker sounds better than my Jap $2000. Kenwood 
940; Jap 5-Amp. variac ; USA 3 amp variac, each in met 
al box with mtered output; micrometer reads 0.0001 inch 
. or 0.01. millimeter on its counter; Heath 10-102 5-inch 
transistor scope. Make offer in writing. back from Europe 
10th of June. Josef Darmento W4SXK, 11170 So. Trop- 
ical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32952. 


MORE ESTATE: Kenwood TS940S, like new in box 
with manual $1595. FT. 101 speaker, looks new $16.00 
Drake DL-300 Dummy load, looks new 2-160 MHz $43. 
Omega Noise bridge mod. 7-02 uses 115VAC. $25. Plus 
UPS. Andy Clark W4IYT 41 Lenape Dr.,.Miami Springs, 
FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


FOR SALE: Info-Tech 500 RTTY and CW gear with 
keyboard, monitor and manual. Excellent condition. $400. 
George Fenning WD4FNX, 900-2021 U. S. 41 N., Brooks- 
ville, FL 34601 904 796-3885. 


G.A.P. G.A.P. G.A.P. Vertials, 2M-6M-10M-12M- 
20M-40M-80M. (130khz) 1500W PEP, 16Lbs, Self support- 
ing, no tuning, all pretuned, and only three 25Ft. radials 
used on 40M & 80M. FREE-FREE-radial wire with each 
vertical. Only at your only FLORIDA G.A.P. dealer $219. 
plus $5. UPS and sales tax. Rate for your county. 
McClaran Sales, Inc. P.O. 2513, Vero Beach, FL 32961 
407 567-8224. 
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FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-430S late serial no. 3050690. 
Excellent condition with YK-88A 6 kHz AM filter, YK88- 
C 500 kHz CW filter. YK88SN 1.8 kHz SSB filter. FM- 
430 factory installed FM board with factory service man- 
ual orig. carton. All cables included $650. Kenwood AT-.2 
230 new 9 band SWR - output meter - 300 watt antenna 
tuner $150. Cushcraft R-5 half wave vertical 5 gands 20- 
17-14-12-10 meters 6 mo. old. Must assist in taking down 
excellent condx 6 mo. old $150. Prefer pick u.: on all 
items - try On Operating table or pay UPS. Must see to 
ap, reciate. Don Phillips W4PEL, 7807 NW 39th St. Coral 
Springs, FL 33065 305 752-2990. 
FOR SALE: ICOM 720A, no power supply $750. Ken- 
teed 9130, 2 mtr base $175. KDK 140 +75. B&W 2 mtr 


-tuner $25. Mirage B23A-144 30W $135. Colinear 5/8 wave 


SE Ra a ey 


se 


2 mtrs $25. Huster 5BTV $50. Two mobile masts & 8 = 


Loading coils $15. each. Vibroplex Bug, grey base $50. 
No TRADES. CASH!! Bill Rheney NA4X, 5984 SW 83rd 
St., Miami, FL 33143 305 655-5923 late afternoon. 


SENDING A KID TO COLLEGE JIS SORT OF LIKE A 
DO-IT-YOURSELF RECESSION. .. via W4ZGG. 

FOR SALE ESTATE EQPT. Micronta voltitester 30K ohm 
/VDC 10K ohm/VAC 18 positions ranges. mirrored meter 
with color-coded scales. Built in over-load protective cir- 
cuity. Like new in box with test leads $18. Heath Kit 
100 ke crystal calibrator model HD-20 $10. Ameco mod. 
CPS code practic oscillator, 115 VAC. tone, fol. 4’ spkr 
built in $15. Yaesu SP101P lineliner phone patch/spkr 


with manual, like new $49. Heathkit Crystal Receiver Cae 


CR-1 $15. All plus UPS. Andy Clark W4IYT 41 Lenape Ci 
Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. NG 
MORE ESTATE SALE. Micronta VOM, 30K ohm/VDC 10 
K ohms/VAC 18 psition ranges, mirrored meter with color + 
coded scales, built in overload protective circuity, new in ~’ 
box $18. Heathkit 100 ke crystal calibrator mod Hd20 p 
$9. Ameco Mod, CPS code practic osc. 115VAC, tone % 
vol. with 4’ built in spkr. $15. Yeasu SP101P Lineliner -; 
phone patch/speaker with manu. like new $45. Heat crystal,,- 
receiver mod. CR-1 $15. Heath Resistanc substitution box 

mod. RS-1 15 ohms to 10 meg in 32 steps $15. Cesco 

SWR relative power meter, very clean $12. Omega mod. vt 
TN-7 Antenna noise hridae. 115 VAC. no man. $18. 


“4.3244 


Payton HP-100 Stero headphone, light wgt $7.00. 
Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr. Miami Springs, FL 
33166 305 888-3874. 


nil 


COLLINS MANUALS: Have following Collins left: 2 51N4- 


T 


$10. eac. 3 51N2 - $10. eac. 1 51M8 $10., 1 75S1 (copy) 


$15. 1 Fundamentals of SSB (300 pages) with KWM dia-: 
grams $40., 1 Amateur Radio Equipment (1971) $8. 1 1386 
B Noise blanker $10. 3 - 62S1 VHF converter $15 each," 
1 709E freq. shift Osc. $10. 35101 Mobile mount $5 atid 
1 KWM2/KWM2A $15. Have about 40 HeathKit manuals - 
what do you need?? Andy Clark W4IYT, 41. Lenape Drie 
Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. se 


NEED TUBES?? Have. huge inventory, including 3-500Z — 
72B's etc. Call or FAX for price quotes. Also buy tubes. 
D & C Electronics, Dick Gross, N1IBGL, 3089 Deltona 
Blvd., Springs Hill, FL 34606 904 688-2374 FAX 904 


4 


683-9595. a 


A nr 
TUBE: 3-500Z brand new EIMAC in unsealed ‘- 
carton $95. plus insured UPS. Andy Clark W4IYT 
41 Lenape Dr., Miami Szrings, FL 33166 305 RA 
888-3874. YY 
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DETAIL ASSEMBLY: THE AFT PORTION OF AN AIR-.. 
PLANE. tks W4PKZ. é 
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NOTICE HAMBAR USERS ! ! I repeat...All Ham- 
bars MUST be sent in the mail! Nothing over the 
phone! No corrections via phone! All hambars 


must be IN Box 501 by the 15th to be published 


in the next issuel This is still excellent service ~ 
considering other magazines take much longer! Pls 
give us your su; port. We will hel; you, if you 


will hele us!!! 73 AC 
May 1990, FLORIDASKIP / 21 
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BE ON LOOKOUT FOR 

Several South Florida hams, after hearing of my misfortune, 
suggested writing you. Monday morning, April 2, 1990, I discovered 
my car was broken into at Captain Jack’s Campground at Key 
Largo. The thieves took: ; 

¢ One Kenwood TS440S — number 0060458. 

¢ One Kenwood Power Supply PS-50 — number 0110043. 
¢ One Ten Tec Power Supply Model Number 252MO. 

¢ One Radio Shack Scanner Model Number 20-131 
— number 445410. a iahe: 

Other items that were stolen are: an Alvarez Accoustical 
Guitar, Cannon 35mm R.F, Camera and much miscellaneous 
jewelry, etc. The Monroe County Deputies investigated the _ 
break-in and the case number is P90-6289. ' 

Your assistance will be greatly appreciated. Elmer W. Koster, NSIHW 
Thanking you in advance. a _ 2149 South Napama Drive 
; Marblehead, Ohio 43440 


The Hurricane Watch Net 


During the onslaught of Hurricane Hugo last September, a well- 
honed net made major contributions to the overall Amateur Radio 
communications effort, in service to the public, as it has dozens of 
hurricanes before it. See the story in “Hugo The Horrible,” February 
1990 QST. The net? The Hurricane Watch Net. Here’s how it works. 

Hurricane Watch Net exists to provide a professional communi- 
cations service to the public in need of information with respect to © 
severe tropical storms in the western hemisphere and to establish 
a communications link from. Emergency Management Centers of 
any country if their primary system should be damaged or fail. Owing 
io the propagation of amateur signals over the broad area served 
by this network, most of the activity is conducted on the 20-meter 
band, principally on 14.325 MHz. . : 

Called hurricanes inthe Eastern Pacific, Atlantic, Caribbean, and . 
the Gulf of Mexico, these storms are called typhoons in the Western 
Pacific, and cyclones. elsewhere. They occur normally during the 
months between June and November. They are the largest severe 
storms that affect us on a regular basis, if anything about them can 
be called ‘‘regular.’’ With the rapid increase in the world popula- 
tion, particularly along the coasts and on tenable islands, they have 
over time caused tremendous losses in life and property, and the 
threat increases just asrapidly. The Hurricane Watch Net was borr. 
years ago to satisfy the public need for the rapid and dependable 
communications to and from the areas affected by hurricanes. 

The. National Hurricane Center (NHC) Miami, located. at Coral 
Gables, Florida, the Center at Honotulu, and the remainder of the 
National WeatherService (NWS), under the aegis of.the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), is the governmen- 

. tal agency responsible for forecasting and informing the public in 
the US about these storms. Through the World Meteorotogical 


FLORIDA ROUTING TRAFFIC GUIDE 


A must in every Florida Ham Shack. Edited by Ron 
Mettler, WB4GHU. ARRL numbered texts, CW 

‘ abbreviations, Emergency Communications, Florida 
city abbreviations, Florida cities listing, ICAO 
alphabet info on traffic handling, Message form, 
Florida net listing, NTS routing guide, QN signals, 
3rd party traffic restrictions, toll-free calling areas, 
2 letter state abbreviations, State abbreviation and: 
‘ZIP codes, ARRL Net Directory registration form, 
MARS ‘’Z” signals most used, and more. 64 pages. 


Organization, they share information with other participating coun- — | ae ONE ¥ $5.00 y 
tries. Amateur radio operators have for several years supported this re doicablicls dbo e nada 
flow of communications, and will continue to do so into the fore- FLORIDA SKIP 


seeable future. ' 

Net Control operators keep informed of the tropical weather sta- 
tus throughout the season. by monitoring the media, the NOAA 
broadcasts, and by personal contacts they have developed with 
NWS or NHC personnel. The principle medium used for coordinat- 
ing communications early in a hurricane situation is the series of 
networks that occupy 14.300 MHz including the Maritime Mobile 
Net. This is because most of the storms will first be noticed by, or 


affect the ships or other vessels that are served by that network and. | 
the initial information related to the hurricanes is sparse and not _ 
worthy of a separate dedicated frequency. Once the storm becomes 

a threat to populated islands or the mainland (300 mile radius) the 
net convenes on 14.325 MHz and dedicates itself to communica- 
tions for those affected, and the NHC, Miami. 

Net Control Stations gather information on the storms by several 
means: KOIND, KBYUW, NX5R and several others monitor broad- 
casts by NOAA radio, commercial marine radio, WLO and the Coast 
Guard. Dade County ARES members in Florida, principally W4VBQ, 
man the amateur radio station located in the NHC Miami. There are 


P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 


12 Amp. $39.95 
25 Amp. $89.00 
35 Amp. $119.00 


1) 


Output 13.8 VOC. 1Camp constant 13amp surge 
low ripple’. electronic overload protecticn w/ins- 
tant auto reset. : 


PS25. 


Fully regulated, 4.5-15 volt variable, 25amp con- ~ 
stant 27amp surge, low ripple output, electronic 


inches tall 


(122 


others too numerous to-ist here that actively involve themselves 
each year in various ways. Each and every one is an important link 
in the communications chain to and from the public both nationally 
and internationally. Advisories and bulletins are provided to various 
networks by net representatives and designated relays. Items of in- 
terest from the affected areas that should be relayed to NHC Miami 


or the National Weather Service are taken care of rapidly. Forecast- — 


ing is much like solving a giant jigsaw puzzle; the more information 
they have, the better the chance of-a decent forecast. 

Once the hurricane makes landfall the hurricane-watch part of 
our network-has served its purpose. Should ther¢ be a need, the 
net continues to assist disaster relief agencies with emergency com- 


munications. Health-and-welfare type traffic is better handled-by the 


National Traffic System. 


For more information on the network write Donald J. Kay, KQIND, : 


President, Hurricane Watch Net, Inc. ARRL FIELD FORUM 


overload protection w/instant auto reset, fuse pro- 
tected, with Dual Meter for current & voltage. 


PS35 


Same as above except, 35 amp constant - 37 amp 
surge, adjustable from 10 to 15 volts. ; 


(TWO YEAR WARRENTY). 


5/8 2-STEP GP 


»144MHz 
GPV-5S 


$69:90 

Considered cy the experts to be the vest Cunsulucted 

2 Meter antenna on the market today. 

7.0 dB Gain-0 angle of radiation. Constructed of 

hard alwninun and stainless steel. 

Introductary Price $69.90 ~* ‘vy 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONIC: FOR YOUR NEAREST OFALEN ON TO ONDER: int 
1040 incusirial Orive, Bom 224, Watkineville, Georgie 30677 


TOLL FREE 1-800-451- 
Repair Service: (404) 700-6706--2:00 Pl 4:00PM == FAX (404) 789-7970 (7pm-10am) ie pba ci! 


REILABLE SOURCE: THE .ONE “WHO STARTED THE 
f ‘ : Hours: 8:30 AM + 4:30 PM Mon.;Fri, Telephone (404) 769-8706 


RWUMER Dek ars 
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NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By Robert ‘‘Bob’’ H. Watson, W4DTV 
The PARC is pushing plans for their annual ‘“‘hamfest’’ on 
_ March 17-18. All indications are that it will be a good one. See their 
flyer for details. 

It has been suggested to PARC that hereafter they include their 
recommended motels/hotels in the flyer. I have received numerous 
requests for this information. 

The PARC held an auction of W4LRC, Quinlan Equipment on 
March 2, 1990 at the clubhouse (he is a ‘‘silent key’’). 

Ed Campbell, AH2BE reports that a DX-pedition with about 16 
people will go to South Georgia and Sandwich Islands this fal! and 
will operate all bands including six meters. They plan to use the 
calls VP8SGI and VP8SSI between November 15th and December 
15th. 

Ed Campbell, AH2BE gave a presentation of his recent ex- 
pedition to Wake Island KH9 and Korea HL9 to the PARC. 

TCARC Valparaiso, may lose their present meeting place soon 
due to the city building a new fire station and using the present 
building for city, police and other personnel offices. 

WOPKT, Bill Frame and W4DTV, Bob Watson finished some 
more FCC Novice Exams and we now have some new “hams.” 
W4DTV still teaching Marine Radio Telegraph FCC License 
preparations at his home, with two students. 

NOARC Crestview held another antenna party and is installing 
anew antenna system to give the 147.36 repeater better coverage as 
well as improving their 444.950 repeater system. 

Am looking forward to seeing many friends at the Ft. Walton 
Beach and the Orlando Hamfests. 

-So until next time, 73’s to all. 


( 


MORE H.F. WOODPECKERS COMING 
The March 1990 Edition of ‘“‘Sea Power”’ reports that production 
has begun on three relocatable over-the-horizon radar (ROTHR)} 
apanil systems that, when deployed in late 1992, will provide battle group 
3 Jans commanders with wide-area space to surface surveillance of ai 
and sea traffic from sites in Virginia and on Guam. 
The site of the third ROTHR site was not disclosed. 
Over-the-horizon radar sweeps the H.F. spectrum between five 
to 28 MHz detecting both airborne and surface signals by back 
scatter: return signals reflected back to the ionosphere and then t«: 
the receiving antenna. A dual band transmitter is used at 
frequencies between five and 12 MHz and 10.5 to 28 MHz. 
The system covers the ionosphere down to the sea surface in 
sectors or ocean between 500 and 1,600 miles withih a 45-degree arc 
— (via W5Y]) 


MAILING LABEL 
READ THE TOP LINE 
Your address (the top line) shows your Skip expiration date. If 
we don’t receive your renewal fee by the 18th of that month the 
computer automatically kicks your address out on the next mailing 
-and you will not receive any future issues. 
We can’t afford to send back issues. It cost us about 85¢ to send 
one copy (copy, postage and handling). So please send your 
renewals promptly, . 
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| FLORIDA TRAFFIC NETS ‘ | 
Local Time Net Name Frequency 
0700 Florida Phone Traffic Net (FPTN) 3940 | 

| 0830 Gator Net (GN) * 3661 | 

1200 Florida Midday Traffic Net 7247 | 
1700 ' Tropica] Phone Traffic Net (TPTN) - 3940 

| 1730 Florida Medium Speed C.W. Net (FMSN) 3651 | 

| 1800 Florida Amateur Sideband Traffic Net (FAST/E) 3940 | 

| 1830 Northern Florida Phone Net (NFPN) 3950 l 
1900 QFN The All-Florida C.W. Net (early session) + 3651 

| 2000 QFN — Slow-Speed Net (QFNS) S715? fk 

| 2200 QFN — The All-Florida C.W. Net (late session) 3651 | 
1630 Florida Public Operations Net (FPON) 3908 

| 0900 —Sat. Florida Packeteers Net (FPN) 3978 I 

| 0800 —Sat. ARRL Information Net 3940 | 

| 0900 Florida Races Net 3990 | 

SUPPORT THE NET OF YOUR CHOICE 
i (Clip and Save) | 
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UPDATE — FLORIDA 
REPEATER COUNCIL 


By L.D. Stephey, KJ4DG 
Acting President, Florida Repeater Council 
2166 Sussex Road, Winter Park, FL 32792 

Much has been written in Florida Skip recently regarding the 

Florida Repeater Council. While I would like to say that all of the 
ae have been resolved, that is not possible. However, the 
organization has made some strides recently to become more 
responsive to the Florida amateur radio community. 

At our recent meeting in Orlando, the Board of Directors of the 


Council enacted the following policy dealing with the succession of _ 


repeater frequencies when a repeater changes hands: 

When the sponsorship of a coordinated repeater changes, the 

FRC will recoordinate the frequency pair to the new sponsor 

providing there have been no proditications to the technical 

or geographical coordination ‘specifications. If modified 

specifications are proposed, they must be compatible with 

current coordination policies. 

In no event, however, shall the Repeater Council guarantee 

the new sponsor access to the existing coordination. 

In those cases where the new sponsor cannot be coordinated, 

the existing coordination will revert to the original sponsor 

for use with the existing coordination specifications. 

The above policy is now in effect, but it is not retroactive. This 
will allow access to the frequencies in the same area, without the 
spectre of “frequencies for sale” which, within the spirit of 
amateur radio, is morally and legally wrong. 

The board also adopted by-law changes which will allow a FRC 
member for each sponsored repeater and still permit only one vote 
per person. This will expand, somewhat, the ranks of those eligible 
for FRC membership. 

We are also making provisions to hold our elections for FRC 
Board Members in FRC Districts One, Three, Five and Seven. If 
you are interested in the positions and are a member of the FRC, 
please write me a letter as Nomination Committees are being 
formed. 

In one final act of business in Orlando, Tom King, WB4ILH 
resigned as president, for personal reasons. Tom has been very 
active in recent years with repeater coordination and the 
organization owes him a great deal. Tom has agreed to stay on as 
FRC Data Base Manager. 

I realize the actions and responsiveness of the FRC in recent 
months has been disappointing to some. You have my personal 
assurance that we will make every effort to revitalize the 
organization and become what Florida amateurs deserve, a 
dynamic and active repeater council that covers the entire state. 
All we ask, for now, is patience. The organization will make the new 
structures work for the benefit of repeater owners and users. 


RADIO CLUB PROVIDES COMMUNICATION 
FOR EQUESTRIAN ENDURANCE RUN 
By Bill McNair, KB4ZUG 
Nine members of the Sky High Amateur Radio Club provided 


the communication link for the recent running of the Florida En- . 


durance Classic in the Withlacootchie State Forest. 

Stationed at strategic points along the course and at the medical 
station were: Duane Segar, N4VFQ, club president; Charlie 
Schuman, K4GBB; Thelma Stokes, N9BRE; Cotton Stokes. 
KB9LT; Phil Crawford, WB8D; Mary Crawford; Ron Wilhite, 
KK4HS; Al Rioux, AB4GD; and Dottie Segar, N4XGO. 

The hams advised the horse number and time as each entrant 
passed their post. They were also monitoring for any physical 
problem developing with an animal and relaying the information to 
the vet at the medical post. 

The event lasted from daylight till 6:15 the next morning and 
had horses from as far as Minnesota and Pennsylvania, as hihon as 
all over the South. 
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Say hi to Bob McDow 
is enjoying his tail-gate sales at the Okeechobee Hamfest. 
See Bob’s monthly column ‘Knights of the Kilocycle’’.. 


FLORIDA HAMS PLAN: 
ATV/BEACON BALLOON LAUNCH 

Strato Net Florida, sponsored by the Daytona Beach (Florida) 
Amateur Radio Association (K4BV), will launch a high altitude 
amateur radio-equipped balloon from the Crystal River, Florida 
Airport on July 14, 1990 at approximately 1300Z (0900 EDST). - 
Alternate launch dates are July 15th and July 2ist with Iverness. 
Florida, as an alternate launch site. 

Amateur radio operators from all over North and Central 
Florida expect to track the balloon’s expected two-hour flight and 
recover the complete package following ascent to 100, bi feet and 
slow return to earth by parachute. 

The balloon’s payload will consist of a Fast Bean Amateur 
Television transmitter on 434.000 MHz transmitting a color 
graphics I.D. using vertical polarization. There will be a one-watt : 
1.D./Flight ‘Telemetry Beacon on 144.340 MHz using vertical | 
polarization, The two-meter beacon will include altitude, internal 
and external air temperature and battery voltage data, as well as 
the C.W. 1.D.: K4BV. 

The balloon’s anticipated altitude should permit the transmitted 
signals to be received 400 to 500 miles from the balloon. Ground — 
tracking stations and FAA radar will provide tracking. Amateur 
radio mgt equipped with direction finding equipment will 


attempt to recover the payload at the completion of the flight. 
Mission Select Audio and Net Control, N4EEB in Ormond 
Beach, ties will be in operation on 7.155 MHz LSB with ~ 
operation commencing at 1000Z and continuing until recovery is pe 
effected. 
Amateurs checking into the net who provide signal reports or 
tracking information from the balloon will receive a special cer- 
tificate commemorating the flight. Amateurs may also respon by 
mail with reception reports to receive the certificate. 
Address all correspondence to: John Bayne, N4EEB, 7 Castle 


Manor Drive, Ormond Beach, Florida 32174; or call (904) 677-8520. 


LOOK AGAIN : 

Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically § 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 


money in the bank. We take renewals for one two or 
three years, if you so desire. 
So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, | 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labels. 
Thanks for aur cooperation in this important mat- ) 


ter. Nes — 73, Editor. 


